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Michael Petkovic: South Melbourne’s magnificent custodian in full flight last 
Sunday night against Perth Glory at the Bob Jane Stadium in Melbourne. 


AUSTRALIA TO MEET 
MEXICO IN USA 


By John Economos 


ustralia has eagerly 

accepted an invitation to 

play Mexico’s national 
team later this month in San 
Jose, California, in a serious 
warm-up match to the Oceania 
World Cup qualifiers that kick 
off in April. 

Australia's national coach 
Frank Farina stated yesterday: 
“Mexico, rated 12 th in the World 
by FIFA’s rankings, is a quality 
side, and while this will be anoth- 


| er difficult proposition for us, 


against a tough opponent on for- 
eign soil, this lead up is all about 
playing opposition where we will 
benefit from the match. 
“Irrespective of the result, this 
will be a great game for us, we'll 
be gaining experience and match 


practice against a team with a sim- 
ilar style to what we'll be playing 
towards the end of our campaign, 
(World Cup), presuming we're 
going all the way.” 

Australia’s match against 
Mexico has been scheduled for 
February 21st. 

Farina forewarned that the 
Australian squad he'll select to 
travel to the USA would be very 
similar, (with few exceptions), to 
the one he chose to play Scotland 
in Glasgow last November. 

It’s expected that due to some 
old and recent injuries, Farina will 
be forced to overlook the likes of 
Tony Vidmar, Harry Kewell and 
Craig Moore. 

‘The sturdy Vidmar was injured 
fast week-end playing for Rangers 
who beat Dunfermline Athletic 
2-0) at Ibrox. 


Soccer Australia also con- 
firmed it has scheduled a full 
international clash with current 
World Cup and European champi- 
ons, France, to be played in 
November, cither in Melbourne or 
Sydney. 

This international attraction 
unquestionably will guarantee 
Soccer Australia a huge sell-out at 
the Box Office should the French 
manager, Roger Lemerre lob into 
Australia with his full galaxy of 
World Cup stars. 

Farina seems almost certain 
that his counter-part will do exact- 
ly just that, as he went on to con- 
clude: “To see the World 
Champions here in Australia, will 
be something extra special—the 
French don’t send their second 
teams.” 


Northern Spirit that’s been sailing 

‘across rough seas in recent weeks, (five 

straight losses), recently recruited two 

new hands on deck in assistant coach Mickey 

Hickman granite-hard defender, Mike 
Smith, 

However Hickman.may now, most unexpect- 
edly, find himself as the Spirit's new Head 
coach, not just the assistant coach, later today, 
(Tuesday), or tomorrow. 

It’s understood that Soccer Australia has 
officials which could see that Club’s head coach, 
Graham Amold, move into a fulltime position as 


J) assistant to national coach, Frank Farina. 


At the moment Amold is Farina’s assistant, 
but employed by Soccer Australia on a part-time 
basis only. 

‘The i eae Hickman who retumed to 
Sydney from a coaching position in Japan five 
weeks ago, had planned to make a quick dash to 
England this week to have a quick look around 
there of the coaching scene, 

‘Meanwhile Smith, Marconi’s durable defend- 
er-cum-midfielder, was making a steady recov- 
ery from his groin surgery he had done during 
the last off season, when the Northem Spirit 
zipped in two weeks ago and made a bid for him. 

‘The Spirit's Player/coach Graham Amold, fol- 


lowing last Sunday's 2-1 loss to Sydney. 


$3.30 


GST INCLUSIVE 


Olympic at the Belmore Sports Ground, finally 
confirmed that he had now retired as a player for 
the Spirit. 

‘The 37 year old former Australian internation- 
al striker had also been filling in as the Spirit’s 
sweeper for almost the past two seasons, 

‘When ABSW contacted Hickman last night, 
he stated: “Amie was having problems at the 
Spirit and gave me a buzz to invite me in to give 
him a hand, 

“The next day we met, where he gave me the 
fall situation at the Club and asked if I was avail- 
able to help him out a bit through the sticky peri- 
od the team was going through, 

“Amie was also looking for a replacement 
sweeper to fill his boots on the pitch so that he 
could retire and concentrate solely on his coach- 
ing duties. 

“That's when Amie moved in and signed 
Mike Smith from Marconi almost two weeks 
ago,” Hickman explained. | 

“Smithy is getting fitter and fitter with every 
game and at 31 years of age still has plenty of 
g00d football left in him. 

“He’s got ample experience, is mobile and 
pe acent os pach eel oar a ee 
to the defence. 

“Smithy is a good strong player possessing a 
strong character ,” ended Hickman. 

Hickman was former Australian coach Eddie 
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20-man Young Socceroos called to camp 


Greg Owen: Young 
Socceroo. 


ational Youth Coach 

Ange Postecoglou has 
named a squad of 20 
players, for the upcoming 
Oceania Football Confeder- 
ation qualifiers to be held in the 
Cook Islands later this month. 
The LG Young Socceroos will 
go into camp in Coffs Harbour 


he South Australian Soccer 

Federation will again play 

host to two professional 
Japanese J-League Teams as they 
come to Adelaide for training 
camps in preparation of the 2001 
J-League season. 

‘Thee camps are an initiative of 
the South Australian Soccer 
Federation, who each year issues 
invitations to host these teams. 


Representative Team, the first 
‘Wednesday 7th February and the 
second Saturday 10th February, 
both at the Intemational Sports 
Centre. 

The LG Young Socceroo 


VANSTRATTAN Jess 


Squad, to represent Australia at 
the OFC World Youth Cup 
Qualifiers is (see below): 
Australia is grouped with 
Papua New Guinea, Cook 
Islands, Vanuatu, Samoa and 


‘Midfielder 


Tonga, and subject to winning its 
group at the OFC Qualifiers, will 
play the winner of Group A in a 
two-leg home and away play-off, 
the second leg to be played 
March 4 in Coffs Harbour. 


Wayne Srhoj: Young 
Socceroo. 


from next Monday, before flying 
out to Raratonga to begin their 
campaign for the World Youth 
Cup, which will be held in 
Argentina in June. 

The Australian Under-20s will 
also play two matches during 
next week's pre-Qualifiers camp, 
both against a Coffs Harbour 


JAPANESE TEAMS ON 
AUSTRALIAN TOUR 


The Economic Benefit to the 
state is conservatively placed at 
$500,000 per annum. 

Consadole Sapporo (2000 cham- 
pions of the J2 and now promoted to 
Ji) arrive in Adelaide on ,31st 
January. 

They will spend the first 10 days 
of their camp in the McLaren Vale, 
utilising the facilities of the Perfect 
Fit gymnasium, the beaches of Port 


LAST Grant _ Midfielder 
NORTH Jade Midfielder 
OWENS Greg — Midfielder Sydney Olympic 
PANTELIS Lucas Midfielder Adelaide City 
SRHOJ Wayne Midfielder - Brisbane Strikers 


‘Midfielder 


Tigorous activities such as a ropes 
course, mount the adventure tower, 
take on challenge hill and take on 
some after dark orienteering. 

While in Adelaide the team will 
be based at the HYATT HOTEL. 
Training sessions are organised 
twice daily and will play a further 
three matches including a match on 
Saturday February 17th against 
Verdy Kawasaki. 


PLAYING SCHEDULE 


DATE. 
‘Thursday February 8th 
Sunday February 11th 
Tuesday February 13th 
Tuesday February 3th 
Saturday February 17th 
Tuesday February 20th 


Camps have been conducted each 
year for the past six years, with six 
J-League Teams and ALL of Japans 
National teams holding a training 
camp in that time. 


Sapporo vs Adelaide Blue Eagles 
Verdy vs State Team 

Sapporo vs State Team 

Adelaide City vs Verdy 

Sapporo vs Verdy 

Adelaide City vs Sapporo 


MATCH 


Noarlunga and the Southern Sports 
Complex as their training base. * 
As well, on Saturday February 
3rd the team will spend the day at 
Woodside where they will undergo 


Zoran Matic: Coach of Adelaide City, one of the teams playing 
host to the visiting Japanese sides. 
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Southem: a Complex 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


This is this teams second visit to 
Adelaide. Verdy are also scheduled 
to hold two sessions daily and will 
play three matches while in 
Adelaide against the State Team, 
Adelaide City force and Verdy 
Kawasaki, 

Federation Chairman Les Avory 
said that “these camps are a great 
promotion for soccer in our state, 
they provide the opportunity for our 
Premier and State league players to 
pit their skills against the profes- 
sional players from Japan — some 
of whom are part of the Japanese 
National Teams.” 

But by far the biggest attraction 
for these teams is the opportunity to 
train and play on our International 
Hindmarsh Stadium. 

The Economic impact that these 
camps have speaks for itself — pro- 
viding a great benefit for the South 
Australian community in general.” 

Details as to training sessions, 
venues and times will be advised as 
soon as the teams confirm with the 
Federation. 


Patrick Kisnorbo: Young Socceroo. 


MAROUBRA HOSTS BEACH 
SOCCER TOURNEY 


Il roads will lead to Maroubra, NSW, on the weekend 
of 17-18 February, 2001, where the first major beach 


soccer competition of the year 
Maroubra beach. 


will hold on the 


Details of the eagerly-awaited competition revealed that, as is 


the-case with all previous Competitions, 
sions of men and womenfs teams. 


there will be two divi- 


‘The tournament will hold over two days, with teams split into, 
Open Mens and Open Womens. The first day (Saturday) is a 
round robin format with all teams guaranteed three matches 


each, 


The second day (Sunday) is the knockout finals, with only 
qualifying teams required to play, to determine the winners in 
both divisions Beach Soccer tournaments are normally open to 
the general public as an amateur round robin and finals competi- 
tion. There are six divisions to cater for boys, girls, men and 
‘women, so the whole family can play. There are 32 teams in each 
division, and all teams consist of 5S players on the field at any one 


time. 


Teams play barefoot on a field roughly the size ofa basket- 
ball court, located centrally on the beach. The ball is a modified 
soccer ball which is lighter and softer than the normal ball. All 
teams play minimum. number of three heat matches, The top 
two teams in each group make it to the "sudden deathi(that's 
only a 50% knockout). This proceeds until a singlechampion 


team emerges. 


Tournaments will be held over one weekend and finalists play 
for the Beach Soccer World Cup and cash prizes —up to $1,000 


in prizemoney per division. 


The game of beach soccer has been played throughout the 
world, in places such as Brazil, Canada, America, the UK, Italy 
and Portugal, as both a social and competitive game — attract- 
ing both amateur and big name professional players. 

Beach soccer is played bare foot on the sand. The ball is 


lighter and softer than a normal soccer ball. 


Rules are modified only slightly to suit the playing area, 
Teams play a round robin style competition for great cash prizes. 


Third Candidate for SA Leadership 


THIRD MAN IN 
CHALLENGE 


peculation as to the identity 

of a possible third candi- 

date to stand for the posi- 
tion of Soccer Australia chair- 
man heightened as former 
Victorian Premier Jeff Kennett 
was expected fo announce his 
choice this week. 

Believed to be on Kennett's list 
are former Sydney Olympics min- 
ister, Michael Knight, and former 
AFL chief, Ross Oakley. 

So far, declared candidates are. 
NSL chairman Tony Labbozetta 
and Victorian commissioner Joc 
Brondolino. 


later in the year as members of the 
French national squad billed to 
meet the Socceroos in a proposed 
friendly game. 

Speaking over the weekend from 
his base in Turin, Italy where he 
plays for Serie A giants, Juventus, 
‘Zidane stated that , €* I really look 
forward to going down under, as they 
call it, (o play against the Australian 
side, which also boasts of hugely tal- 
ented players.The Australians put up 
a great show with the outstanding 
success they made of the Sydney 
Olympic games and everyone else 
around the world watched the specta- 
cle with a bit of envy. I , like any 
other sportsman or woman around 
the world, would surely have loved to 
be in Sydney last year fro the 
Olympics , though unfortunately, it 
was not possiblei. 

"Going there now for the game 
against the Socceroos will be a huge 


PRIDE ABOUT 
TO BE SOLD 


‘elhourne furniture mil- 

lionaire ‘Tony 

javello is set to 

hand Easterm Pride 2 cheque to 

become owner of the Morwell 
club. 


J 7/2) 


Schiavelfo plans to relocate the 
NSL. club to Melbourne. Initially 
he was interested im saving NSL 
cub Carlton, but he later withdrew 
his offer and Carlton folded as a 
result fast December. 

Schiavello is reportedly pre- 


pared’ to be: paying $1.5 million, 
whichis half the asking price-of $3: 
million. 

Schiavello visited! Morwell) and 
heid talks: with club officials. 

He was a guest of South 
Melbourne against Perth. last 
‘Sunday and confirmed) his: inten- 
tions. 

“There's every’ cliance: the: deal 
will go through,” Schiavello said: 


SOCCEROOS 
GAMES IN 
MELBOURNE 
© MCG and not 
Homebush Bay's Olympic 


Stadiumis to be the likely 
venue for the Socceroos friendly 


international against France. 
The matcl: is scheduled for 
November 11, Remembrance 
Day. 

According-to insiders, the MCG 
isalso believed! tobe the: preferred 
venue: fora: Socceroos: qualifying: 
match against: a fifth-best' Souttr 
American: natiom for the: 2002 
World Cup im November. 

Alllindications are-the organiser 

and) Soccer Australia's: marketing: 
company, IEC, is said! to favor the: 
MCG as; the ideal venue: for botin 
matches. 
The MCG was) the venme: for 
Australia's: 2-2 draw against ram 
and. failed qualification for the 
1998 World Cup andi hosted 
Olympic: football’ matches last 
year. 


The Melbourne club, in the 
northem suburb of Gladstone 
Park, finished last in the third divi- 
siom of the Provisional League. 
"You can't go any lower,” coach 
‘Tommy Daly said. 

‘The club has some pedigree to 
live up to. NSL brothers John and 
Dean Anastasiadis tested their 
junior skills at the Eagles, Daly 
recalled. 

Daly himself is no slouch either. 
"L was brought over from 
Liverpool im 1988 by Wester 
Suburbs,” the former striker said. 


He also played for Green Gully 
and at Morwell Falcons (now 
Eastern Pride). The Eagles are itch-, 
ing to fly and reach new heights. It 
has begun a recruiting program. 

4 


: 


Dean Anastasiadis 


Anyone interested in joining 
them can call the club on (03) 
9338 0101 or Daly on mobile 
number 0402 479 564. 


theill which I'm really waiting for 


Speaking ina similar vein, number: 
one goalkeeper for the world champi- 
ons, Fabian Barthez also spoke at 
length about the impending match-up 
between France and Australia. 

The Manchester United of 
England safehands told reporters at 
the end his club's premiership game: 


against’ Everton: over the weekend, 
that he was confident of manning: the: 
posts in the eagerly-anticipated’ game: 
with) Australia. 

Barthez,, who: was’ responding: to 
questions: about his: performance: im 
last weekis FA: Cup defeat: tor West. 
Ham,, where: he: committed! a huge: 
blunder by, standing: by, to: let Paolo» 
Di Canio score the: winning: goal for 
‘West’ Ham, added’ he: was: confident 
he: was still! top choice for the French 
national soccer squad. 

Inhis words," U expect tobe: part 
of the manageris proposed teamin all 
future: immediate: games: leading: up 
to the defence: of both our world cup 
and’ European Cup titles. Most'impor- 
tantly, I am looking forward! to) be 
part of the: team to» Australia: later in 
the year. It is: the: first: time: I'll! be: 
goingto that part of the world!to play 
and I guess: we have: thousands, of 
fans out there who: will be: hugely. 
thrilled! to: come out and watch us." 

Barthez: however rejected sugges~ 
tions that the game: would! be a 
walkover for the world! champions, 
pointing out that the Socceroos: boast 
of talented! and! experienced players: 
who will’ surely put upa.big: fight. 


"Despite thet fact that Australia 
have: been trying to go to the world 
cup for sometime now, I still have 
great respect for many of the players 
that have:come: out! from there over 
the: years. Players like Harry Kewell, 
Mark Schwarzer, Viduka are all 


champions: everyone: wants to beat 
France: It surely will! be a. huge: thrill 
tothe Aussies if they manage to beat 
us,, but we'll! have: toy wait till them to 
see about that". 

‘Sydney or Melboume are: billed to 
host the: explosive: encounter sched- 
uled! for a yet-to-be-determined date 
imNovember. 

As. world! and! Europeam champi- 
ons, France:are excluded from quali- 
fying matches: and have therefore 
lined!up series of friendly games with 
several! top soceer-playing nations 
around the: 
world, to» main- 
tain their levell of 
preparedness. 


ausTeauias 


Specialised intense training for goalkeepers. 


Sessions inclusive of excellent skills & drills to 
improve your Abilities & skillfullwess in all 
aspects of goalkeeping. J 


Flexibility 
Reaction Training 
Foor Skills 


All drills and excersises physically 
demonstrated 


Register and realise your full porenriall! 
Make-a difference to your team!! 


_. Youth League 
Coaches Wanted 


Agility - 


Diving 


For Further Enquiries Please Call 
Lou Petrou: 


0411 343 898 @ 0414 336 870 


David Barber (right): Key member of the Australian 
Soccer team to the 2000 Paralympics. 


OZ PARALYMPIC SOCCER 
SQUAD START SCREENING 


now being sought by the 
Australian Paralympic 
Committee (APC). 

Accordingly, the APC is 
searching for experienced coaches: 
and willing athletes in preparation 
for the Soccer event of the 2002 
world championship, as well’ as: 
the 2004 Olympic Games. 

The APC, in a release, stated 
that the invitation is open to ath~ 
letes with cerebral palsy, who will 
be expected to form a seven-a- 
side Soccer team. The selected 
players will be handled by: a team: 
of coaches, to be made up off a 
head coach, am assistant’ coach, a 
manager and a: physiotherapist. 


‘While: explaining that the: head! 
coach position willibe:suited! fora 
coach with Youtti league: experi- 
ence, the: APC added that'expens- 
es, travelling and other costs: willl 
be: extended! to» alll the: positions, 
including am honorarium for alll 
coaching staff. 

Similarly, athletes wittncerebral 
palsy, are:invited' to come: forward) 
and undergo trials. for eventual 
selectiominto the Soccer team: All 
applications:are-expected te come: 
in’by Friday, Febroary 23, 2001. 

The APC recalled that 
Australia competed in the Soccer 
event of the 2000. paralympic: 
games im Sydney, where it fin- 
ished seventh in a strong field of 
top teams: including Russia, 
Argentina, Brazil, Netherlands 
and Spain. 


nt eka 
come:rtes 


Soccer at the Paralympic Games 
for athletes with cerebral palsy 


‘The Australian Paralympic Committee (APC) is seeking interest 
from COACHING STAFF AND ATHLETES to be involved in 
the Australian Paralympic Soccer Squad in preparation for the 
2002 World Championships and the 2004 Paralympic Games. 


| ic Soccer is a seven-a-side game for athletes with 
| cerebral palsy that is played in accordance with FIFA rules. The 
standard of the Australian squad is relative to Under 17-18 local 
club level. 


Staff positions available include HEAD COACH, ASSISTANT 
COACH, MANAGER and PHYSIOTHERAPIST. The Head 
Coach position would be suited to a coach with youth league 
experience at a representative level. Position descriptions are 
available. Applications close Friday 23rd February, 2001. 


The Australian Paralympic Committee ‘is also seeking 
ATHLETES (with cerebral palsy) to trial for the Australian 


squad. 


For more information, please contact ROSS BOYD on 


O02 9245 2514 
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LEX CASTRO, 

Canberra’s _ talented 
striker or wide midfielder, 
left Australia last week for 
South America, 

Alex wants to try his 
luck out in Argentina. 

He’s lined up trials with 
various clubs over the next 
10 days and hopes he 
cracks a contract. 


against the touring Italian 
will be played at the 
Marconi Stadium whilst 


the Melbourne game has 
been scheduled —_for 
Olympic Park. 

ecco 


NDREW MARTH, the 
Melbourne Knights’ 
midfield enforcer, played his 
200th match in the NSL for 


Hee 


“double ton’ mark after the 
fetired but legendary right 
midfield-playmaker Josip 
Biskic, (282 games) plus gran- 
ite-hard stopper George 
Hannah (224 games), 
ecco 
lhe Parramatta Power’s 
teenaged international 
central defender, Mark 
Byrnes, has signed with 


’ Austrian club side SV 


Salzburg on a loan deal to 
the end of this season. 

The former captain of 
the Australian Under 17s 
World Championships side 
is expected to soon become 
a regular member in man- 
ager’s Hans Backe’s first 
team. 


Pram Hyescen 


Alex Castro: Canberra’s talented striker-cum- 
midfielder off to Argentina. 


e000 
IHRIS JONES, South 
Melbourne’s reliable 


goalkeeper, has made his 
long awaited comeback to 
the training pitch after hav- 
ing had surgery on his knee. 

Jones who has signed a 
new three year contract with 
the Victorian giants, per- 
formed most brilliantly for 
Souths last year at FIFA’s 
First World Club 
Championships in Brazil. 

Souths’ rookie NSL coach 
Mickey Petersen had no hes- 
itation in rushing Jones back 
into his 15 man squad for the 
game against the Perth Glory 
last Sunday evening. 


ERIE A side Reggina 
has agreed to tour 
Australia mid-June for a 
three match programme 


with games confirmed in 
Melbourne and Sydney. 
Negotiations for a third 
and final match are cur- 
rently being discussed with 
Perth and Adelaide, 
Sydney 


The match 


the Club last Friday night 
against the Parramatta Power 
in Sydney. 

‘Stabber’ celebrated the 
night in style as his team 
defeated the Power 1-3. Marth 
became only the third Knights’ 
player to have reached the 


eee 


AVID CLARKSON, 
South — Melbourne's 
highly experienced blond 
right wingback, racked up his 
‘double-ton’ of games in the 
NSL last Sunday night at the 
Bob Jane Stadium against the 
Perth Glory. 

The unyielding Clarkson 
prior to joining Souths in 
1996 played with the 


David Clarkson: Played his 200th match in the NSL 
last Sunday night. 


Andrew (‘Stabber’) Marth: The Knights’ double 
centurion. 


Chris Jones: South Melbourne’s reliable goakeeper 
is back. 
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Brisbane Lions, Adelaide 
City, Sunshine George Cross 
as well as Heidelberg. 

At the other end of the 
pitch on the same evening, 
the Glory’s quality custodian, 
Jason Petkovic, also racked 
up his 200th game in the 
NSL, of which he played 151 
games with his former Club, 
Adelaide City. 

In the whole five years 
whilst at Adelaide City, 
Jason unbelievably failed to 
miss one single match in the 
NSL from 1994. 


e 
HE two players that 
haye racked up the 
fastest 200 matches in the 
NSL were Adelaide City’s 
former international 
sweeper Milan Ivanovic 


Mark Byrnes: Set to break into the Austrian 
first team. 


a 
Lee Sterrey: Newcastle United’s dry 


humoured coach. 


and Souths’ current cap- 
tain and linkman, Paul 
Trimboli, 

Big Milan took just six 
years and 316 days to 
knock over his double cen- 
tury whilst ‘Trimmers’ 
reached that milestone in 
six years and 321 days, 

e000 


VER let it be ever 

said, that Newcastle 

United's boss Lee Sterrey 

doesn't have a sense of 
humour. 

A couple of weeks back, 
after the Melbourne Knights 
1-5 defeat of Newcastle at 
the Marathon Stadium, the 
lads from the ASDA, 


Red Star at the Marconi 
Stadium, 

Red Star had streaked 
ahead to a 0-3 lead at the 
break when Krneeyic 
released many substitutes 
from the Youth team into 
play for the second session. 

“1 was very impressed by 
the young ones that refused 
to be over-awed by their 
most illustrious opponents, 

“Young central marker 
Michael Beauchamp who 
actually started the match 
for example, was ever-so 
reliable and cool against his 
experienced professional 
opponent and hardly made 
an error. 


Milan lvanovic: Fastest ‘Double-Centurion’ 
in the NSL. 


(Australian Sports Drug 
Agency), moved. in and 
called out four Newcastle 
players to be ‘tested’, 
Normally, ASDA tests just 
two players from each team. 
This time four Newcastle 
United players were ‘sam- 
pled’ to which Sterrey 
quipped to all his squad: 
“See, even the ASDA 
blokes can't believe where 
we are on the table.” 
eoce 
'DDIE KRNCEVIC, 
(Marconi’s Head coach, 
was extremely elated by the 
performances displayed by 
some of Marconi’s Youth 
team players that clashed 
last Thursday night with 
Yugoslavia’s crack side, 


“Some of these kids have 
a very good future. All they 
need is a chance, i 

“We were never going to 
beat this side so I brought 
on some youngsters, 

“They were just great,” 
ended Krneevic. 

Beauchamp last season 
won the trophy for being 
voted ‘Marconi’s Youth 
Team Player Of The Year’. 

The second half saw Red 
Star’s scoring restricted to 
just one more goal by the 
hungry Marconi young- 
sters and in fact Marconi 
scored a late goal through 
Keyo Culessarian, 

Final score: Marconi 1 
Red Star 3, 

ee0ee 
‘OW that the Seven 
Network has finally sur- 

rendered its long time exclu- 
sive telecasting rights of the 
AFL to the joint-venturers of 
the Nine and Ten Networks, 
who together bided the ludi- 
crous and obscene sum of 
$500 million for such rights, 
Soccer, we are told, is about to 
get a decent run. 

Oh, really? 


SPORT 


‘Good Oil’ was recently 
informed by the Seven 
Network that the time has 
arrived when its Network will 
Switch its focus onto Soccer, 
Really? = 

If you can believe them, 
(it’s possible), the Seven 
Network plans to upgrade its 
coverage of Soccer next sea- 
son, and will concentrate on 
how it can also promote the 
code in a better fashion. 

Decent and respectable 
time-slots, not after midnight 
which must have been 
designed for insomniacs, 
would do just fine, Seven, 

And should Seven need any. 
prodiiction and presentational 
guidance, all it has to. do is 
switch on SBS and just watch 
what those guys have been 
doing with the code since the 
‘baby channel’ commenced 
transmission back in 
November of 1980, 

Leaming trom a baby"? 


Michael Beauchamp: Marconi’s young 
Strapping stopper. 


AUL BILOKAPIC, the 

Northern Spirit’s fiery 
midfielder or central mark- 
er, has returned to his old 
Club, Sydney United on 
loan, 

The lanky player will 
prove a valuable acquisition 
for United’s coach Alan 
Hunter. ‘Bilko’ has been 
loaned out by the Spirit to 
United for the remainder of 
the season, 


Paul Bilokapic: Back at 
Sydney United. 
Bilokapic came on in the 
second half last Sunday as a 
defensive midfielder for 
United against Adelaide 
City. Seems ‘Bilko’ brought 
some good luck with him to 
United as his team won 2-1, 


o 
OLLONGONG 
WOLVES late last 

week clinched a deal with 
Fresh Food Supermarket 
giants, Woolworths, in an 
exercise that should hopefully 
boost the gates at 
Wollongong’s next four home 
games, 

One Free Ticket to go and 
watch Wollongong play at 
home at WIN Stadium, can be 
obtained by anyone that pur- 
chases a Wollongong ticket of 
equal value, provided that he 
or she presents a ‘Wolves 
Shopper's docket’ coupon. 

These coupons are now 
available, only from any of 
Woolworths’ Supermarkets 
situated at Albion Park, 
Corrimal, Dapto, Fairy 


Meadow, Shellharbour, 
Warilla or Wollongong. 

Woolworths’ South Coast 
Area Manager, Mr Keith 
Vickery, stated that he was 
‘delighted to offer Woolworths 
customers, additional extra 
value and the wonderful 
‘opportunity to see the mighty 
Wollongong Wolves’. 

The four home games 
applicable to the ‘Wolves 
Shopper Docket’ promotion, 
are against: 

Melbourne Knights, 
Saturday February 17th. 

Northern Spirit, Tuesday 
February 27th. 

Parramatta Power, Friday 
March 2nd. 

Newcastle United, Friday 
March 16th. 

eo0ee 

‘AMIE HARNWELL, the 

Perth Glory’s reliable 
central marker, seems of late 
to want to also be known as a 
reliable goalscorer. 

If that’s the case, he’s cer- 
tainly heading in the right 
direction. 

In the last two weeks, the 
Glory has had to play the 
current League Champions 
Wollongong Wolves and the 
current League leaders 
South Melbourne. 

Last Sunday at the Bob 
Jane Stadium, in the battle 
between the two table top- 
pers, South Melbourne and 
the Glory, it was Harnwell 
yet again that came to the 
Western Australians’ rescue. 

Souths’ lethal left striker 
Con Boutsianis had put his 
side ahead in this titanic 
combat in the 56th minute. 

But less than two minutes 
later, Harnwell had ‘bal- 
anced the books’ at the other 
end to ultimately earn his 
side, for the second week 
running, another most valu- 
able League point. 

The previous week at 
Perth Oval, the current 
League champions 
Wollongong Wolves looked 
like winning the match as 


Western Sydney 
Lions SC 


Alan Babanour 
0419 638 213 
Michael Mamoo 
0402 034 238 


Proudly Promoted to Division 2 


NSW State League for 
Season 2001 


Pre season training has commenced. 
Experienced Players & Goalkeepers Required 
First Grade * U21s ¢ U18s 
Training Nights 


Every Tuesday — Thursday — Friday 
6.30pm Sharp 
Venue: Knights Park #4 


Orchardleigh Ave, Yennora 


George Abdishou 
0416 226 129 

Martin Abi-Arrage 
0409 891 066 


Proudly Sponsored by 


9.9. Suache 


they led 0-1. 
But it was Harnwell that 
came to the rescue as he 
pushed up to explode what 
will almost definitely 
become, the ‘goal of the 
year’, as he belted a vicious 
first timed right footed rock- 
et into the target from an 
incredible 41 metres . 

These days when one 
plays the Glory, it seems that 
it’s nowhere near enough to 
watch them at the front 
where Bobby Despotovski 
and Damian Mori are lurk- 
ing. 

‘One now has to also keep 
an eye down the back as well 
to see if Jamie is anywhere 
over the halfway line. 


Jamie Harnwell: The 
Glory’s defender 
scores yet again. 


e000 
| kes Official. The Northem 

Spirit's Player/Coach, 
Graham Amold, has retired as 
a player, 

Two weeks ago against 
South Melbourne, at the end of 
the match at North Sydney 
Oval, Amold jogged over to 
the fence and hurled his boots 
into the crowd. 

At the time it seemed most 
symbolic that his retirement as 
a player was pending. 

However that — same 
evening, Amie was adamant 
that he wasn’t retiring. 

But last Sunday night at the 
Belmore Sports Ground, after 
the match against Sydney 
Olympic which the Spirit lost 
2-1, and even though Amold 
did not play, he finally con- 
firmed to ‘Good Oil’ that at 
the age of 37 his playing days 
were now well and truly over. 

“T have finished two weeks 
ago as a player. 

“| didn’t enjoy it any 
longer—that is, coaching and 
playing. 

“Tt just got too hard to keep 
going,” Amold painfully con- 


fessed. 
“This was the first game, 
(against Olympic), that we 


played against 10 ” men, 
(Olympic’s Marusic sent off), 
and lost. 

“We also lost our most 
potent player, (giant teenaged 
import striker, Ben Burgess 
limping off with a badly dam- 
aged ankle). 

“Tt was disappointing as 
two unprofessional moments, 
(by match officlals), cost us 
two goals and the game,” 
Amold summed up. 

‘Amold, having played as 
the Spirit's durable sweeper 
during the past two seasons, 
and despite his aching frame 
from age, plus being saddled 
with the added heavy load of 
coaching, was still, (and by 
far), the Spirit's very best, and 
most consistent player, from 
Day One till that last match 
against Souths. 

From now on, Soccer fans 
will only see Amie geared up 
in civies, and never again to 
‘wear a Soccer strip. 

eooe 
IHE WOLLONGONG 
WOLVES next Tuesday 
night, (February 13th), will 


be staging their ‘Welcome 
Back Oceania Champions 
Dinner’ at the Fraternity 
Bowling and Recreation 
Club, down at Fairy 
Meadow on the South Coast 
of NSW. 

The Dinner has been 
organised by the Club’s offi- 
cials to salute Ronnie 
Corry’s playing squad which 
two weeks ago became the 
newly crowned Champions 
of Oceania, having won all 
seven gruelling matches in 
just 13 days at the tourna- 
ment staged in Port 
Moresby, New Guinea. 

Wollongong, who are also 
the current League champi- 
ons of Australia, now also 
Champions of Oceania, will 
fly to Spain in July to com- 
pete with 11 other National 
Club champions in FIFA’s 
second World Club 
Championships. 

The Finals in Spain will 
include such globally illustri- 
‘ous opposition such as Real 
Madrid, Deportivo La 
Coruna, Palmeiras (Brazil), 
Boca Juniors (Argentina), 
Jubilo Iwata (Japan), 
Esperanza (Tunisia) and 
Galatasaray (Turkey). 

Four hundred tickets have 
already been sold for this 
Dinner. 

It’s the Wollongong 
Community’s way of 
expressing to their heroic 
players and coaching staff, 
‘Welcome Back Champions’. 


Graham Arnold: The new look Arnie — finally calls 
ita day—as a player. 


Canterbury Marrickville 
Olympic SC 


PLAYERS 


STILL NEEDED 
Under 142 Super Youth League 


0417 453 157 ° 9385 6140 


What was a most unfor- 
givable shame however, was 
the fact that not ONE official 
from Soccer Australia, both- 
ered to go out to Sydney’s 
Qantas terminal last 
Tuesday week to gréet the 
Wollongong squad back into 
Australia, as Champions Of 
Oceania. 

“Good Oil’ now wonders, 
how many officials from 
Soccer Australia will be on 


the trayelling ‘team-sheet’ 
for Spain, come July?. 

‘Good Oil’ already hears 
that it’s heaps. 

Wollongong not only won 
the Oceania Championship 
for Australia, but it’s 
believed that Soccer 
Australia also stands to 
receive some $2 million from 
FIFA because of Wollon- 
gong’s glorious victory. 

And it doesn’t stop there. 

It’s also alleged that the 
Players’ Union is also on the 
queue for a share of the 
spoils. Why? 

The Wollongong squad 
got no assistance or moral 
support from any of the 
above. 

In fact ‘Good Oil’ readily 
understands that it cost the 
Wollongong Wolves’ officials 
over $180,000 to fly the 


Petersham Soccer Club 


Tony Dunn 041 7558 316 
MANAGER: 
Joe 0419 435 737 
« TRAINING: 
Tuesdays @ Thursdays at 
6.30pm 
Bark Mutts Reserve, 


BELFIELD 


apBsw (@} 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


Ronnie Corry: 
Wollongong’s 
hero coach. 
squad over to New Guinea, 
plus all accommodation, 

food and beverages. 

All at Wollongong’s 
expense, 

Now we hear that the non- 
contributing Piranhas are in 
already. 


manny: 0414 622 502 


PLAYERS 
WANTED 


North Epping Rangow 
Soccer Cub 


Under 9’s through to 
Premier League Division One inthe 
2001 Competition. 


on St 
Friday 9th February 6.30pm-8.30pm 
Saturday 10th February 2pm-5pm 


At the Clubhouse 
Boundary Rd, North Epping 
Please Contact Club President 
Steve Colquhoun — 9876 2000 
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By Allan Crisp 


t's official. Two Japanese teams are up- 

front and down under for training ses- 
sions that are fast becoming a South 
Australian ritual. 

‘The annual visits by Japanese football 
talent will continue this month with J 
League clubs Verdy Kawasaki and 
Consadole Sapporo set to strut their stuff 
against local opposition. 

For good measure, the Asian visitors 
will be pitted against each other in a full- 
scale dress rehearsal as they prepare for 
the second phase of their league cam- 
paigns, 

This time, the SA State team, Adelaide 
City Force and reigning Premier League 
champions Blue Eagles will be the local 
sparring partners for the Japanese teams. 

There will be an interesting twist to the 
Sapporo tour with its game against Blue 
Eagles scheduled to be played south of 
Adelaide at the Southern Sports Complex 
at Port, Noarlunga, home base of the 
South Adelaide Panthers Aussie rules 
club, 

Consadole, which toured Adelaide last 
season, will be particularly keen to 
impress since it won the J2 championship 
for 2000 and returns here as a fully- 
fledged J1 club. 

In the past six years, six Japanese clubs 
and the Japanese national squad have 
conducted training camps in South 
Australia, swelling the State economy by 
a conservative $500,000 per annum. 

For example, Sapporo will pitch its 
Adelaide tent at the Hyatt Hotel, while 
Verdy Kawasaki will call the Adelaide 
Hilton its home. 

Verdy flew into Adelaide last 
Wednesday to begin its training schedule 
that will include twice daily sessions on 
non-match days, 

The first 10-days of the visit will be 
occupied by utilising the of the Perfect 
Fit gymnasium at McLaren Vale and tak- 
ing in the sandy stretches of Port 
Noarlunga, as well as, working out at the 
Southern Sports Complex. 

The routine became a little more ardu- 
ous last Saturday when Verdy visited the 
Woodside training course to tackle the 
ropes, mount the adventure tower, climb 
the challenge hill and embark on some 
after dark orienteering, 


OFF THE CROSS 


—The Sergio Melia Medal. 

Tobe accorded such an honour (in 1995) 
while still an active player defied tradition, 
but it was an honour, truly and richly 
deserved by the magical Melia. 


NEW NEST FOR 
CROWS 


FL club, the Adelaide Crows turned a 

few heads last week when they trained 
‘on the lush Hindmarsh Stadium soccer 
pitch. 

Speculation spun that SA's most success- 
ful Aussie rules outfit was about to take 
over the stadium as a permanent training 
base. 

Adelaide Football Club communications 
manager Stephen Trigg said he believed the 
Crows would use Hindmarsh on, “an ocea- 
sional basis,” 

Trigg said Crows coach Gary Ayres 
sought permission to train at Hindmarsh 
after being impressed by the quality of the 
playing area. 

“Gary saw the stadium as an altemative 
venue which would be ideal size for close 


MATCH SCHEDULE 
‘Thursday, February 8: Sapporo v Blue 
Eagles (Southern Sports Complex, 7pm) 
Sunday, February 11: Verdy v South 
Australia (Hindmarsh Stadium, 7pm) 
‘Tuesday, February 13: Sapporo v South 
Australia (Hindmarsh Stadium, 6pm) 
Saturday, February 17: Sapporo y 
Verdy (Hindmarsh Stadium, 7pm) 
‘Tuesday, February 20: Adelaide City v 
Sapporo (Hindmarsh Stadium, 7pm) 


MELTA AIMS HIGH 
Sc Melta, former Adelaide City 

‘champion and current assistant to Force 
NSL coach Zoran Matic, is looking to 
coach at national league level. 

Melta recently sold his successful hair- 
dressing salon, The Cut House, in leafy 
Melbourne Street, North Adelaide to pave 
the way for a full-time coaching career. 

“Having sold the business, I'll now be 
able to look at the coaching options for the 
future,” Melta said. 

Melta held the NSL longevity record 
after racking up 445 appearances, but this 


‘Season was passed by former Socceroo cap- quarter work in a reduced space.” Trigg 
tain Alex Tobin, now with Parramatta said. 
Power. The Crows present alternative training 


The winner of the NSL Player of The 
‘Year award in 1984 and a treble winner of 
“The Advertiser” Golden Boots award in 
1984, 1988 and 1989, Melta has an impos- 
ing collection of medallions. 

But, modest Melta could not believe it 
when the South Australian Soccer 
Federation immortalised him by naming its 
Premier League Player of The Year award 


area is the Max Basheer Reserve which 
doubles as a car park on match days and 
consequently offers a hard surface. 


ROLLED 
ocky Aloisi’s Raiders swamped the 
ford Surfers 5-0 in a, nevertheless, 
entertaining Summer Series clash last 
Monday night. 

State League Seaford Surfers were not 
expected to ride roughshod over their 
Premier League hotshot opponents, but it 
seems nobody told the young southerners 
that the task was beyond them. 

In the 10th minute an inswinging comer 
from Duncan Mather was goal-bound until 
Raiders goalkeeper Matthew Milosevic 
punched the ball clear. 

The status quo was restored two minutes 
later as a cross by Raiders skipper Billy 
Karapetis was met by a diving header from 
Stanko Zilic, but Darren Schreuder proved 
his worth in the Seaford goal. 

Justin Bralic netted from close range to 
break the short 14-minute deadlock before 
the Surfers repelled a further wave of 
Raider raids. 

Paul Karittevlis made it 2-0 for the 
Raiders two minutes before half time and a 
goal two minutes after the restart from Joe 
Berlingeri began to emphasise the standard 
gap. 

Seaford enjoyed its best period as it held 
the Raiders at bay for 26 minutes before a 
penalty kick converted by Raiders 
Cumberland recruit Chris Nichols shoved 


Gary Ayres: Coach of Adelaide 
Crows. 
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the scoreboard back into action. 

Raiders second Cumberland signing, 
Damien Gagliardi joined his former Foxes 
team mate on the score-sheet five minutes 
from the final whistle to retain the Raiders 
unbeaten run. 

Bustling Billy Karapetis emerged as 
man-of-the-match for his immaculate distri- 
bution, while Peter Sfyrios,Pau! Karittevlis 
and super sweeper George Haralabakis sup- 
plied great support. 

Trevor Maskell, Tom Connor, Gareth 
Green and Michael Paay were solid per- 
formers in a team of Seaford never-say- 
diers, who tried hard not to get out of their 
depth. 


NORTH V SOUTH 
hes Para Hills (North) and Noarlunga 

Bulldogs (South) clash was not quite a 
“civil war” but the keenly contested joust 
provided excellent entertainment and classy 
football before Para Hills Knights emerged 
2-1 victors, 

This fine advertisement for State League 
soccer started with a series of lightning 
breaks with the quickest of the quick, 
Danny Breton scored the Knights first goal 
in the sixth minute. 

Phil Robertson levelled for Noarlunga 
six minutes before half time when he belted 
a drive into the roof of the net after Michael 
Greco had cleared a shot off the Hills 
goalline. 

Darren Stecle accepted an assist from 
busy Mark Mulady to bury the winner two 
minutes before half time. 

While the second half was scoreless, the 
quality remained with Knights second half 
substitute Michael Tunbridge leading the 
way with an eye-catching display of skill- 
Jaden awareness and tireless running. 

Tunbridge, a first cousin of Adelaide 
City youngster Scott Tunbridge, certainly is 
a buzzing cousin who looks set for big 
things. 

Hills coach Greg Mills and his assistant 
Noel Clark should be well pleased with 


tae to the Oditor 


Sir Alex, 


Seven’s wise move 


Dear Sir, 

As Soccer's big decision day draws closer all 
sorts of people are coming out to express their 
viewsIt's a good sign that so many people fee! 
compelled to express their views. 

One of the things that the incumbents who con 
trol Oz Soccer have always depended on is the apa- 
thy of soccer fans in Australia 

Seven's confirmation that they will end their 
association with the AFL and get serious about 
Soccer is going to have a bearing on who is going 
to be in control of Soccer in Australia. 

Around the globe whenever a commercial TV 
network gets serious about a sport they tend to get 
their way. Bizarre as this may sound in the coming 
yeurs Seven wil give Oz Soccer the type of cover- 
age on commercial TV that everyone has dreamed 


the Whinger 


Dear Sir, 
Here we go, here we go 
again, Sir Alex Ferguson must 
be the biggest “WHINGER” in 
British football as he will try to 
blame anything or anybody 
when his team gets beaten. 
Well done Di Canio for play- 
ing to the whistle. That’s what 
the referee is there for, to make 
decisions and what bit I saw on 
‘TV was that Manchester United 
players were standing with their 
arms up, like stuffed dummies. 
Well that's one cup they are 


about but never believed was possible, 

For this we can thank the Foxtel Nine consor- 
tium who have unsurped the time honoured sytem 
Where the mainstream Australian sports were even- 
ly distributed amongst the key TV networks. 

‘This has forced a reluctant Seven to embrace 
fringe sports like Soccer and other games to fill the 
gap. 

The question now will be can Seven make Oz 
Soccer into # half decent ratings success. If they 
can, then they and their shareholders, will be 
laughing all the way to the bank courtesy of 
“Maestro” David Hill, who sold the rights for 


Breton, Michael Moore, Evan Gooding and 
Raiders signing Michael Keens, while 
United goalkeeper Fraser McLean, Paul 
Carozo and Barry Higham won top ratings 
for the losers. 


ROUND 3 RESULTS 
Para Hills Knights 2 (Breton, Steele) 
Noarlunga Bulldogs 1 (Robertson); 
Raiders 5 (Bralic, Karittevilis, J. 
Berlingeri, Nicholls, Gagliardi) Seaford 
Surfers 0; Blue Eagles 7 (Brooks 4, 
Artone, Sergi, Tsalaoutas) Cobras 0; 
Cumberland Foxes 1 (Holmes) Enfield 
Falcons 1 (Sanger); Port Lion 2 
(Kasperski, Hill) Metro Stars 2 
(Schimizzi, Moore); Hills Hawks 1 
(Kay) Olympic 5 (Tsoukalas 2, Parissos 
2, Albanese); Birkalla 8 (Fusco 2, 
Westervelt, Gaffney, Nikas, Tsekinis, 
Mihalopoulos, Hagias) Panthers 0; 
Red Devils 2 (Childs, D, 
Paris); Mobury Jets 2 (Townley, tog) 
Croydon Kings 1 (S. Barbaro); Western 
Strikers 3 (Perrotta 2, McNeil) White 
City 2 (Bernardino, Stanojevic). 
ROUND 4 - 
Saturday, February 10 
— v Noarlunga (Karingal Reserve) 
iders v Para Hills (The Paddocks) 
Enfield Falcons v Cobras 
(Rushworth Reserve) 
Hills Hawks v Port Lion Pirates 
(Karinya Reserve) 
|) Olympic v Metro Stars (Ferryden Park) 
| Panthers v Adelaide City 
(O'Sullivan Beach) 
Birkalla v Campbelltown 
(Camden Reserve) 
White City v Croydon Kings 
(Woodville West) 


Australian Soccer (lock, stock and barrel) for a pit- 
tance on a longterm contract, Even when it appears 
that Oz Soccer wins rare victory it still ends up 
Tosing. R. Melor, Bondi. 


not going to win this year, try 
again next season. 

Ex-Referee, 

Victoria, 
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Manchester United defenders, Jaap Stam (left) and Michael Silvestre (right) 
sandwich West Ham striker, Frederic Kanoute during last week's explosive 
English FA Cup match. 


By Greg Danvers 


‘anagement of Newcastle 
United have sounded a 
clear warning to coach Lee 


Sterrey, his support staff and the 
players to perform in the remaining 
rounds or find a new job. 

Sterrey’s contract expires at the com- 
pletion of the current NSL season and 
seven players are off contract at the end 
of the competition. 

At least three current NSL coaches 
will be looking for a new club along 
with three full squads in the marketplace 
when Soccer Australia culls three clubs. 
Newcastle United management holds 
the whip hand. 

United chairman Con Constantine 
and general manager Jock Graham met 
with Sterrey and then the players last 
week to explain the club’s position and 
ambitions for the future. Speculation 
had been rife that Sterrey would be 
sacked in the short term but manage- 
ment have stood behind him for the 
remainder of the season. 

“Lee Sterrey is contracted with the 
club for the year and he will see that 


term out,” Jock Graham said last 
week..” He has the total support of 
owner Con Constantine and myself and 
we havemade the decision as a result of 
discussions in the last couple of days. 

“The players were advised of that sit- 
uation at a team meeting and the entire 
focus of the club is on the next thirteen 
weeks. We need to focus in on finishing 
the season on a very positive note and it 
is very important that we finish the sec- 
ond half of the season with a huge 
amount of momentum and confidence 
leading up to what will be a revised 
twelve team NSL.” 

As part of the submission to SA for 
the revamped league United, like all 
aspiring clubs, outlined their strategic 
plan for the next three years with the 
pinnacle for United to hoist the NSL cup 
within that time frame. With a youth 
development scheme already in place, 
three squads of players available on the 
market after the middle of March, when 
SA announces the 12 clubs for 2001- 
2002, and an evaluation of the 2000- 
2001 season available United will take 
some quantum steps towards achieving 
those goals. 

“In our submission to Soccer 
Australia (on December 29) the club 
submitted a three-year plan and that 
really is the strategic direction of the 
club,” Graham said of the club's future. 

“The plan addresses a whole range of 
issues from youth development to stadi- 
um upgrades to sponsorship criteria and 
targets and a whole host of other issues 
concerning marketing and the like. 

“The strategic direction of the club is 
there and it’s a matter of implementing 
that over the next two or three years, 
reviewing that on an annual basis and it 
will form part of general review of all 
club operations at the end of this season. 

“In relation to the twelve team com- 
petition we are very confident of being 
part of that next season and Newcastle 
United will not be there just to make up 
the numbers. 

“Our three year plan very clearly 
indicates that we want to bring that 
championship cup back to this city and 
we will do what ever is possible to 


Andy Harper: Newcastle United 
striker. 


ensure that championship, in that time, 
is delivered to citizens of Newcastle and 
the Hunter Valley.” 
tok 

NITED found the going tough in 

the goal scoring department last 
week on the flat and true surface at 
Ballymore. 

With three strikers on the park the 
chances of getting a result on paper 
looked good, but football can be a frus- 
trating game at the best and worst of 
times. 

Brisbane were unlucky not to be 
ahead three or four nil at the break and 
immediately after the half-time interval, 
United suffered another cruel blow 
when their strongman striker Esala Masi 
strained his left hip and was replaced by 
Peter Juchniewicz in the 46th minute, 

Masi received treatment overnight 
and on return to Newcastle, is expected 
to be available for selection this week as 
is Chris Zoricich after recovering from a 
fractured toe. 

Each time former Brisbane striker 
Andy Harper touched the ball at 
Ballymore he received a jeer from the 
paltry crowd of around 1,000 at the rain 
swept home of Queensland Rugby. 


BRISBANE'S NEW INTERNATIONALS 
SET CLUB ABUZZ 


Youth Coach Ange Postecoglou 

three rising Brisbane Strikers 
stars were selected to participate in 
the upcoming Oceania Football 
Confederation Qualifiers later this 
month, 

Brisbane Strikers midfielder Jade 
North and Wayne Sthoj will join the 
Under 20 team, known as the LG 
Young Socceroos whilst midfielder, 
Shane Smeltz will represent New 
Zealand in the quarters. 

The outcome of the Oceania Football 

, Confederation Qualifiers will deter- 
mine the qualification into the World 
Youth Cup, which will be held in 
Argentina in June. 

Brisbane . Strikers coach John 
Kosmina said this is a great develop- 
ment opportunity for these three 
Brisbane Strikers players. 

“Qualification into this event is a 
positive reinforcement about the quali- 


[ an announcement by National 


Jade North: One of Brisbane 
Strikers new national 
U20 invitees. 


ty of our players and the club,” Kosmina 
said. 

“To have three players representing 
Australia and New Zealand at youth 
level is a great step for them and the 
Brisbane Strikers back the boys 100%,” 
he said. 

Sthoj and North, both QAS players 
were awarded one year scholarships 
with the Australian Institute of Sport 
(AIS) in 1999 and represented Australia 
in the Under 17 World Youth Cup final 
against Brazil picking up silver before 
returning to the Brisbane Strikers. 

Both Srhoj and North are hot proper- 
ty and have trialed in Europe and will be 
participating in more trials in the future. 

For Smeliz, this is his first opportuni- 
ty at Internaitonal footbal and coach 
John Kosmina is positive that he has got 
what it takes to succeed. 

Kosmina is positive that the boys will 
be away from the team until March 4 
when the final for the Oceania 
Qualifiers is held in Auckland. 


By Graham Cooke 


anberra Cosmos 
officials haye 
‘turned to a special- 


ist sports psychologist to 
help them get the best out 
of their playing staff, and 
coach Tom Sermanni says 
he has noticed the differ- 
ence in some aspects of the 
team’s performance. 

“For instance, these days 
we tend to play to the final 
whistle where in previous 
seasons we used to collapse 
and give up after we went a 
goal down,” he said, 

However, Kieran Morrow 
still feels there is room for 
improvement, especially in 
the erratic way the Cosmos 
will go from beating the best 
‘one week, to crashing to the 
bottom team the next. 


anberra Cosmos coach Tom 

Sermanni says his team must begin 

to play better at home if they are to 
stand any chance of making the semi- 
finals, ih 

Going into last week's match against 
Marconi Stallions at Bruce Stadium, 
Canberra had nine home games in their 
remaining 14 fixtures. Normally that would 
be cause for rejoicing, but true to their erratic 
form this season, the team have done better 
away from Bruce Stadium where they have 
had four out of their six wins. 

Sermanni says a run of four consecutive 
home games, against Brisbane, Parramatta, 
Newcastle and Wollongong, will be crucial to 
the club’s fortunes, both on and off the field. 

“We need a good harvest of points from 
these games and from the spectators’ point of 
view, we must get some good-wins against 
quality teams,” he said. 

“Away wins are all very well, but it is at 
home that the fans pay to see us perform.” 

Meanwhile Marcus Phillips went on to the 
operating table last week for a hernia prob- 
lem. Andy Ravanello has still not trained 
since pulling a hamstring. 

Sermanni said there had been a good roll 


Or it could be Tom com- 
ing to me and saying that a 
player is off the rails and 
could I help? 

“T think being young and a 
player myself [he is 27 and 


SERMANNI DEMANDS 


Ss CURT) | COSMOS SEEK SOLACE 
IN PSYCHOLOGIST 


While he has presided 
over group motivational 
talks, he says most of his 
work is now on a one-to-one 
basis. “In some cases players 
will ask to see me, in others 
maybe it is me who gets a 
feel that a particular player 
needs help,” he said. 


tums out for Belconnen in 
one of the ACT competi- 
tion’s lower divisions] helps 
develop a rapport. 

Morrow says one of the 
greatest problems is confi- 
dence.’ “It-is such an easy 
thing to lose, and that’s just 
as much the case for the man 
in the street as for the foot~ 
ball player. 

“In the final analysis soc- 
cer playéts are human beings 
with the same likes and dis- 
likes, hopes and fears as the 
test of us, and they should be 


treated as such.” 
Morrow runs his own 
business, Morrow 


Psychological Consulting, 
which specialises in helping 
sports people. “I suppose 
that because of my involve- 
ment, the majority of my 
clients so far have been soc- 
cer players,” he said. 


“The first one for southside kids drew 26 and 
we had 30 the following week for the north- 
side,” he said. 

“T don’t think that’s bad considering the 
local clubs have not begun training yet.” 


Tom Sermanni: Cosmos coach. 


Leichhardt Tigers Soccer Club Inc. 


SUPER 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Vacancies still exist for players in the 
WA7 and U/12 age groups. 


Please direct all inquiries to Tony Raciti 
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By Bert van Bedaf 


he Victorian Soccer 
Tees launched its 

Victorian Premier League 
season with three major 
announcements: the return of - 
the final five, the introduction of 
a salary cap and an agreement 
with website provider Sportal. 


Geoff Miles: VSF Chief 
Executive. 


iy to dbw dl least Ete Ghary comes 29. 


from the remaining home and away 
fixtures beginning with the away visit 
ta’ Sydney Olympic on Sunday 


February 18. 


It also revealed the VPL had 
lost VicHealth as its naming rights 


Goalkick program, the naming 


dent in the federation’s income. 


VSF chief executive Geoff Miles 
replied when asked to comment. 

Victorian Sports Minister Justin 
Madden said soccer was on the 
tise. 

“You get a sense that soccer is 
gaining momemtum, because the 
profile is increasing. This promis- 
es to be an exciting season and 
may the best team win the final,” 
Madden said. 

‘The introduction of a salary cap, 
set at $85,000 per clab and an 
extra $5,000 for reaching the 
finals, had officials winking and 
nudging in their chairs. Miles said 
the cap would “ensure the league 
can sustain realistic levels of pay- 
ments”. 

But some clubs expressed dis- 
agreement and cynicism over the 
viability of the cap. The cap effec- 
tively means a player would front 
up on average for about $215 per 
match, calculated on a squad of 18 
players over a 22-week competi- 
tion. 

Miles assured the VSF will be 
able to police the cap with tight 
rules and audits, saying there was 
a policing policy in place. 

“We have a system in place and 


MIXED REACTIONS 
GREET VPL 
SALARY CAP 


Peter Ollerton: Heidelberg United’s new coach. 


will ask clubs to submit records. If 
we find any irregularities we will 
investigate,” Miles said. Coaches" 
‘Salaries are not included in the cap. 

Some clubs have recruited 
heavily in a bid to make the final 
five and be competitive for a 
future second division of the 
national league, if it eventuates 
next October. 

Heidelberg United, for example, 
has recruited strongly. The arrival 
of Victorian coach of the year 
Peter Ollerton has sparked a major 
‘Signing spree. 

Among eight new players, it has 


acquired last season's Victorian 
player of the year and a former 
NSL Melboume Knights midfield- 
er Damian Vojtek from VPL rival 
St Albans. 

Its other top recruits include 
Nick Lazarevski from 
Thomastown Zebras, who briefly 
played in Switzerland, 1999 VPL 
top scorer Peter Kakos from NSL 
club Eastern Pride and former 
NSL keeper Jim Kourtis (ex 
Melbourne Zebras, Pride and 
Sydney Olympic). 

Berger president _—_Ellias 
Deliyannis backed the cap and said 


‘Similarly with Byear old Jamie, 
‘Todd (20) comes from the State League 


match will be Newcastle United on 


‘Devoted Glory fans fave already been. 
Bae eis er 
hotel 1 


‘March 23 and Canberra Cosmos on April 


‘There are home games also planned 
but they will be delayed telecasts. Firsily, 
‘Norther Spirit on March 10 followed by 
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dustin Madden: Victorian Sports Minister, 


his club was within the limit. 
“Clubs will offer realistic wages 
for the league. We won't have any 
problems coming under the salary 
cap,” Deliyannis said. 

Former Bulleen official and 
now a VSF commissioner Frank 
Ruffolo supported the cap. 

“Clubs have been talking about 
it for three years. It makes sense 
from an economical point of view. 
It will help clubs to survive in the 
longer term,” Ruffolo said. 

“It will be in the interest of the 
clubs to abide by it and they will 
be the stronger for it. It teaches 
clubs to manage their resources a 
lot better and manage their (finan- 
cial risk). It is pointless spending 
money they haven't got. It will 
even up the competition,” he said. 

Ruffoloadmitted it would cur- 
tail the largesse of the richer clubs, 
such as former champion Bulleen 
and back-to-back title defender 
Green Gully, who had more 
money at their disposal through. 
licenced venues. 

“It will restrict clubs like 
Bulleen, but I haven't heard any- 
one complaining,” he said. 

Newly elected Bulleen presi- 
dent George Mirabella had his 
doubts about the cap, claiming 
$200 “would not pay petrol 
money”. 

“Clubs like Bullen and Green 
Gully will have to do everything 
above board. We are licensed 
clubs, We'll have to be transpar- 
ent. It (the cap) will be open to 
underhand deals by other clubs. It 
will destroy soccer in Victoria 


rather than help it,” Mirabella said. 

Green Gully coach Ian Dobson 
said, because the club has a 
licenced venue player payments 
would need to be strictly above 
board. “Everything will be con- 
ducted by the book,” he said. 

Just how many problems the 
salary cap will pose to clubs came 
to light when former Carlton NSL 
player John Markovski knocked 
on Green Gully’s door. Markovski 
reportedly asked for a contract 
worth more than the’entire salary 
cap. Victoria's most — travelled 
striker, whose NSL career spans 
more than a decade, does not come 
cheaply.’ By all accounts, he 
doesn’t lace his boots for $200. 


lan Dobson: Coach of 
defending champions, 
Green Gully. 


_ West Australian newspaper. 

FIFA accredited assistant referee 

> Patrick McCaffrey. i is latest official to 
come from the west to gain international 

= recognition, after jetting out for New 
Caledonia yesterday to participate in the 
Oceania under-20 World Cup qualifiers . 
McCaffrey, who ae his FIFA badge | 


EDDIE THOMSON’S MEMORY LAPSE 


Dear Sir, 

Eddie Thomson is back and on SBS 
recently he proceeded to sternly lecture 
Robbie Slater and others on the error of 
their ways, 

‘According to E.T,, if the players 
would only lift their game then crowds 
would flock back to the NSL and all 
would be right in the world of Oz 
Soccer. 

He also ridiculed the idea of out- 
siders or new faces in charge of Oz 
Soccer. 

Then to slightly confuse the issue,he 
suggested some competent ex-players 
be placed on the board of S.A. 


| DearS, i 
resting to note the 
's on SBS 


Eddie only recently returned from a 
stint in Japan,coaching a J-League side 
but it seems that his memory had sadly 
declined during the four years he has 
been away. The old E.T. would well 
remember that all the NSL clubs he 
coached were very successful and yet 
failed to draw decent crowds. 

In the case of Sydney Olympic, 
Eddie was one of few coaches to give 
the Olympic faithfuls real success but 
crowds only increased marginally. 

Of course good winning football is a 
vital ingredient in drawing crowds but 
there are at least two other factors that 


Of the current NSL clubs, only Perth 
Glory comes close to meeting this cri- 
teria while most of the others never 
have or never will meet the standard. 

Anyone with any sense can only 
agree with Eddie (ET) when he urges 
that “qualified” (competent) ex-players 
should be on the board of S.A. and not 
just in token numbers. 

However once again Eddie's memo- 
ry has let him down badly. Over the 
years, various suitable ex-players have 
put themselves forward only to have 
the door shut in their face. 

No prizes for guessing why the 


this policy consistently. Worse still 
these are the same people who Eddie 
was seen defending as more suitable to 
retain control of Oz Soccer in prefer- 
ence to so-called outsiders which is all 
rather confusing. 

Eddie I have a great deal of respect 
for what you have achieved in the 
world of football but your comments on 
‘SBS are perplexing and surprising and 
not like the old Eddie Thomson. 

Perhaps you really do need a long 
holiday to restore your memory and 
perspective. 

R. Melor, 


Eddie Thomson: In the line of fire. 


[ROBBING PETER] 
~ TOPAY PAUL 


‘great divide 
’s On the Ball 


that-be in Oz Soccer are adopt 


Bondi. NSW. 


Dear Sir, 

If the rumours are true and Tony 
Labbozzetta is voted in as the new 
Chairman of Soccer Australia, | would 
whole heartedly endorse a new breakaway 
‘competition, 

It would gather momentum anyway, as 
he is not in favour of any real reduction in 
the number of teams in the NSL, nor is he 
in favour of a twe-conference system 
(whose weakness is that it’s not a full 
national competition, when it’s split into 
two halves). 

As for a Second Division, it’s still on 
the drawing board as it has been for the 
past 24 years.With that line of thinking, 
plus four new consortiums waiting in the 
‘wings, unless it becomes an 18 or 19 team 
‘competition next season (which everyone 
agrees is too many) a breakaway APL. 
competition is a virtual certainty. 

FIFA bans won't mean much as 
‘Australia’s best are all playing overseas in 
Europe and elsewhere. 

Those three are the Wollongong 
‘Wolves who need to expand their support- 
er-base by playing half there home games 
at Shark Park, the home of Cronulla 
Sutherland Rugby League club. 

‘A name change to “Illawarra Sharks” 
will do the trick. The other is the Northem 
Spirit who need to disassociate itself from 
the Glasgow Rangers, as not everyone on 
the North Shore of Sydney likes the 
Rangers. 


Dear Readers, 

The Australia and Gritish | 
Soccer Weekly will greatly appre- 
ciate it if letters to the editor are 
henceforth made to be brief. 


While we wish to always pub- 
lish readers’ opinions and view- | 
points, the brevity of such letters 
will go 2 long way in easing pro- 
duction difficulties. Thanks. 


Basil Scarsella: SA President. 


If you are a Celtic or other Scottish 
team supporter, you'll give the Spirit sup- 
port a complete miss now. 

They will also need a new coach to get 
@ lot of their missing supporters back. The 
third one is the Football Kingz. They need 
to relocate to Wellington, where the sup- 
port for soccer there is a lot stronger and 
greater. 

‘The other four of course are virtual 
automatic entries. They are of course 
Perth Glory which doesn’t need any 
explaining, South Melbourne, the most 
successful Victorian club in the heartland 
of Aussie Rules, where no new consor- 
tium is guaranteed 100% success in 
future, 

I left out Canberra at this stage, 
because nobody seems to be able to make 
it work properly in the national capital. 
An ayerage crowd of 2,000 is of no use or 

‘enefit to anyone in a new competition. 

However, the door could be left open in 
future when it moves to a 12 team compe- 
tition, only when necessary. 

Whatever happens in future, a new 
breakaway organisation must have its act 
together, with a professional independent 
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Action recorded during a recent National Soccer League game between Perth and Wollongong. 


committee’ in charge to look after the 
interests of all clubs as members of a unit- 
ed family. 

Even though football today is a busi- 
ness, no matter how strong a club is finan- 
cially, it won't mean a damn thing if all 
the others went broke and they had no-one 
to play against. 

Even just three to four strong clubs 
can’t form a proper competition of their 
‘own. No club should be cut from the fam- 
ily without help, at the first sign of finan- 
cial difficulty. Pt 

It should be allowed to get back on its 
feet with loans from the head body if nec~ 
essary, until it’s proven that it’s no longer 
financially viable to continue to do so into 
the future. 

If the NRL can get 30 to 40 million 
dollars a year for Rugby League, and the 
AFL can get double that amount for 
Aussie Rules, then soccer should be able 
to get 20 to 30 million a year also, after 
proving it’s success on the field and off 
within a season or two $20 million a year 
should be the absolute minimum. 

‘Whatever happens someone with the 
right credentials needs to take the bull by 
the horns to get the ball rolling for no mat- 
ter who is voted in as Chairman of Soccer 
Australia nothing much will change, 
while Channel Seven still has Seven years 
to run with the rights not to show Soccer 
on Prime Time television. 

Make no mistake, this mob and it’s pre- 
decessors have betrayed the soccer fans of 
this country badly by selling the TV rights 
for a pittance ($2 million a year = 30 
pieces of silver) just so they can pay their 
own bills, but not enough to market the 
Jong game or do anything for the clubs in 
trouble. 

After 24 years in office it’s time for a 
complete change. Even political parties 
don’t stay in power that long anymore. 


Nerang. Qid. 


ETHNIC FEARS 
IN 0Z SOCCER 


@&) apsw: 


ATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


PARRAMATTA POWER 1 Griffiths to the game after half time but the home 
side’s play inexplicably lost much of its first half lus- 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 3 z 


By Julian Murphy 


With defender Sash Ognenovski wearing Thorp 
like a glove, the Knights appeared content to get 
players behind the ball and wait for counter-attack- 
ing opportunities. 

This is exactly how they doubled their téad in the 
69th minute when a looping ball from Vasilevski 
found Cervinski. The Knights striker controlled the 


themselves in the NSL top-six was way 
back in round two when they defeated the 
Parramatta Power. 


T: last time the Melbourne Knights found 


Tn order to reach such a lofty position again, 
Vlado Vanis’ side had to repeat the result, this time 
away from home, The resurgent Knights did so, an 
Adrian Cervinski hat-trick the catalyst for a solid 3- 
1 win. 

Cervinksi didn’t take long to get the visitors on 
the board, stunning the Power with a goal in the 
opening minute. A slip from Parramatta defender 
David Lee left Cervinski with an easy close range 
finish after his team mates Andy, Vargas and Daniel 
Yasilevski had worked the ball in from the right, 

After the early set back the Power seized the ini- 
tiative and pressured for an equaliser. At every 
opportunity the home side would seek to use 
Hamilton Thorp’s height advantage up front but the 
big striker was unable to convert his chances. 

The Knights defence were forced to battle hard 
and young "keeper Lupce Acevski had to make a 
couple of spectacular saves for them to preserve 
their lead. He had to be at his acrobatic best to keep 
out a powerful shot from Steve Berry and a deflect- 
ed Lee free kick, 

The Knights never looked like adding to 
Cervinski’s opener in the first half even though 
Andy Vargas was having a superb game in the cen- 
tre of the field. He provided the pass for their next 


best opportunity only to see Toto Da Costa push his 
shot across the face of goal, 
Power coach David Mitchell introduced Joel 


CANBERRA COSMOS © 
MARCONI STALLIONS 


Royce Brownlie (left): He scored one of the goals 


that buried Cosmos. 


By Graham Cooke 


Z 


pass beautifully and thundered a shot towards the 
bottom right hand comer of the Parramatta goal. 
Power ’keeper Les Pogliacomi showed great reflex- 
es to get down to Cervinski’s strike but the pace of 
the ball saw it ricochet off his left arm and up into 
the roof of the net. 

A Milan Blagojevic goal four minutes from time 
gave Parramatta a faint chance to salvage a draw but 
Cervinksi killed off the game with an almost imme- 
diate reply, His hat-trick goal almost a carbon copy 
of his previous one, this time coming from a tighter 
angle and not allowing Pogliacomi any chance. 

The result sees the Knights leapfrog the Power 
into sixth position and their good recent run contin- 
ues to silence the doubters. On the other hand the 
Power are enduring something of a mid-season 
slump. The only competition points the Power have 
picked up since round twelve have come courtesy of 
the defunct Carlton. 

With only one draw all season, it has been a case 
of feast or famine for the club from Sydney’s west. 
There is still plenty of time for David Mitchell's side 
to secure a finals berth but they will have to arrest 
their current slide as soon as possible, If they don’t 
they may find they are kept out of the top-six but the 
Knights, a scenario that appeared highly unlikely 


only a few weeks ago, 


Adrian Cervinski: Sealed Parramatta's fate with an emphatic hat-trick display. 


tion after they went a goal down. “We lost one and then six 
minutes later another,” he said. “That left us chasing the 
game against one of the most composed teams in the com- 
petition.” 

‘The fact that Canberra clawed a goal back and in the last 
minute of the game could have shared the points when Mark 
Hagger’s header went centimeters wide, was a tribute to the 
character of the players “but that does not excuse what hap- 
pened before,” he said. That involved Marconi taking the 
lead after an unbelievable lapse involving two of the most 
experienced players in the Canberra team. 

Japanese defender Hiroshi Miyazawa sent a pass to 
Milton Cortes, which the normally safe midfielder contrived 
to lose. Miyazawa turned his back in frustration, missing a 
chance (0 cut out the cross, which found Marconi’s Kris 
‘Trajanovski on the far side of the field. 

With defenders out of position Trajanovski had time to set 
up Royce Brownlie whose angled shot beat goalkeeper 
Angelo Konstantinou. 4 

In the 40th minute the visitors struck again when 
‘Tranjanoyski himself was given too much room, allowing 
him to place a shot into the comer of the net 

Substitute Naoki Imaya put Canberra back in the game 
when he received a peach of a pass from Cortes to find a gap 
in the Marconi defenc 

Tt was to be the visitors’ only lapse. Miyazawa tried to 
upset their rhythm by making a rare foray upfield for a free 
kick, Cortez almost found him, but at the last moment goal- 
keeper David Aceski was out o whip the ball off his head. 

In the last minute: Mark Hagger did get head to ball, and 
Aceski was thankful to see the resulting effort go wide. 

Canberra lost top scorer Jon Angelucci with a corked 
thigh three minutes before half time, and David Milin was 
also replaced after injuring his knee. There were no such 
problems for Marconi where Simon Bell, Dominic Longo 


EASTERN PRIDE . 1 
FOOTBALL KINGZ 3 


By Damian Tripodi 


assion, vehemence and commit- 

‘ment were not enough for Eastern 

Pride to stop the sporadic Football 
Kingz from going home with smiles on 
their faces following the Kiwi outfit’s 3-1 
win over the Gippslanders in their 
encounter at Mobil Park on Saturday 
evening, 

Although the scoreline would indicate a 
walk over, The Kingz were not at all domi- 
nant factor. The Pride players committed 
themselves from the beginning to the end, 
creating some good opportunities and 
putting pressure on pry 
their opponents, 

The difference was, 
however, that the 
Ki were able to 
finish better and were 
lightening fast in clos- 
ing down any forward 
movement by Pride. 

Following a fairly 
even opening, with | 
both sides trying to 
break through, four 
minutes before half- [3 
time the deadlock was 
broken when the 
Kingz Paul Urlovic 
took a free-kick from 


the second half the visitors extended their 
lead through Aaron Lines from a well cal- 
culated Mark Burton cross. 

At the 67th minute of the game, the visi~ 
tors made it three when Urloyic scored, this 
time from a build up created by Lines. 

Although three goals down the fighting 
Pride never gave up and made several 
assaults at goal. * 

At the 73rd minute, newcomer Angie 
Motsiopoulos scored on his home ground 
debut from a set up from the never relenting 
John Hutchinson, who, although on losing 
side, was clearly the best player on the 
ground, 

Other to perform well for Pride were 
Dong Ki Kim, Robbie Puca and Mark 
Atkinson. 


and Trajanovski all had outstanding games. 

Coach Eddie Kmcevic said his team had come through a 
very difficult game with flying colours. “The conditions 
were hot and humid and after the midweek match against 
Red Star there were a few playets with dead legs,” he said. 

“after scoring two goals in quick succession we were 
looking for the third to kill off the game. Instead Canberra 
came back at a good time for them and there was no way we 
would relax until the final whistle.” 


just outside the penal- 
ty box. Pride keeper 
Bojo Jevdejic got his 
hands to the ball but 
could not block it. The 
Kingz Denis Ibrahim 
took the rebound and 
Slotted the ball into the 
back of the net. 

Lax Five minutes into 


Stallions brought them the three points against 
Canberra Cosmos with a 2-1 win that could easi- 
ly have gone the other way. 

The difference between the sides can be summed up in the 
15 minutes before half time when Marconi scored their 
goals, and the last half hour, as Canberra struggled to get 
back on terms. 

A disgruntled Cosmos coach, Tom Sermanni, summed it 
up when he bemoaned the collapse in his team’s organisa- 


N ruthlessly professional display from the Marconi 


John Hutchinson: Despite the defeat of Eastern Pride, 
he was the Man-of-the-Match. 
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STH MELBOURNE 1 
PERTH GLORY 1 


By Bert van Bedaf 


illed as the match of the round 
B= with Cain versus Abel in 

goal at either end, this should 
haye been a clash of biblical propor- 
tions, But it wasn’t. 

South Melbourne and Perth Glory fin- 
ished their encounter at Bob Jane stadi- 
um last Sunday with a 1-1 draw in front 
of an epic cast of almost 13,000, who 
went home their glasses half full (Perth) 
and half empty (South). 

The clash came alive in the second 
half. A goal each a minuteapart settled 
the contest. A missed penalty by captain 
Paul Trimboli proved costly for South. 

But South coach Mike Petersen later 
said he thought it shouldn’t have been a 
penalty and the fact Trimboli missed it 
squared the initial decision. Justice done, 
in other words. 

German coach Bernd Stange praised 
the size of the crowd but deplored the 
State of the pitch and the standard of foot- 
ball. 

“A couple of years ago Perth played 
against South Melbourne and we had a 
3,500 crowd. Today we had a 12,000 
crowd, That is excellent,” Stange said. 

“But the level of the game wasn’t so 
good. I expected a little bit more class 
from both teams. This was an average 
performance. At the end of the day both 
teams did not deserve more than a point. 

“But it Keeps the premiership wide 
open. Six points are nothing today in soc- 
cer. There's still a long way to go and 
we'll see the South team again in the 
finals,” he said. 

“A draw was a fair result,” Petersen 
agreed. “It was an intriguing contest and 
from our point of view we're reasonably 
happy. 

“We went to sleep after we scored the 
goal and Perth broke on the counter. I 
didn’t think it was a penalty, so that 
squared things,” he said. 


SYDNEY UNITED 
ADELAIDE CITY 


By Arvind Hickman 


the NSL top six after defeating the 


Se United are now on the brink of 
‘Adelaide City Force 2-1 at Sydney 


United Sport Centre last Sunday, 


~ had played a role-in 


Stange and 
Petersen said the 
uneven pitch also 


the standard of play. 

“The pitch was in 
@ poor state. It was | 
so destroyed and not 
up to NSL standard. 
In the national 
Teague we need class 
pitches,” Stange | 
said. 

“The — ground 
can’t deal with 
extreme weather. |4 
There's a fungus 
underneath the sur- 
face and sections (of 
the pitch) just die if 
the temperature is |& 
over 30 degrees,” 
Petersen said, 

A first-half 
downpour further 
deteriorated the 
pitch and play 
remained average, 
centred on a tight 
midfield battle, Both 
sides searched for openings that rarely 
presented themselves. 

South issued its attacking message 
with a 4-3-3/3-4-3 formation, while Perth 
adopted a 4-4-2 stance, with two mid- 
fielders regularly dropping back to help 
out in defence. 

Michael Petkovic in goal for South 
and brother Jason for Perth were called 
on to intervene on a couple of occasions 
each before the break. 

South fumbled a major opportunity to 
hit the front, when Ljubo Milicevic 
appeared to have brought down Andy 
‘Viahos inside the box only three minutes 
into the second half. Referee Brett Hugo 
awarded a dubious penalty. 

But Perth escaped when Trimboli 
missed from the spot for the second time 
in two weeks. Last week his penalty was 
saved, this time he side-footed the ball 
high over the bar. 

Jason Petkovic 


intercepted a 


United’s 
second goal 
came _— only 
three minutes 
after the inter- 
val and was the 
best move of 
the game. 

Shane Webb 
led a fast break 


South Melbourne's Vaughan Coveny holds off 


Perth’s Scott Miller. 
Boutsianis cut-back on 55 minutes, but 
could do little to stop him shortly after as 
the South pressure mounted. 

Trimboli put Panopoulos through on 
56 minutes. The pint-sized midfielder 
worked his way into the box and provid- 
ed Boutsianis, who struck with a curving 
left-foot shot into the far corner. 

It seemed South has gained the 
momentum, but Perth equalised a minute 
later. 

Wehrman, on the right, launched a 
cross into the box and an unmarked 
Jamie Harwell struck with a glancing 
header off the left post. 

South continued to press, looking for 
the winning goal to avenge their 1-0 loss 
(and only defeat so far this season) to 
Perth in round two. 

But the six-man Glory wall prevailed 
against the efforts on Boutsianis and 
Viahos, who'd replaced injured 
Kalogeracos after 20 minutes. 


BRISBANE 0 
NEWCASTLE UTD 0 


By Glenn Davis 


rishane Strikers’ hopes of celebrating 
a first-up win on their new home 
ead at Ballymore was washed 
away when substitute midfielder Peter 
Dwyer was controversially sent-off against 
‘Newcastle United last Friday. 

Dwyer’s dismissal with more than 30 min- 
utes of the game remaining was the taming 
point in which the Strikers had to settle for a 
nil-all draw in wet and windy conditions. 

Ballymore proved to be huge bit with fans 
and Suikers officials, despite a small crowd of 
about 1,000 braving rain and windy conditions 
on the night. 

The venve, the home of rugby union in 
Queensland, is more suited to soccer than 
Suncorp Stadium and although it's seating 
capacity is far less it provides spectators with 2 
closer view. 

‘The scoreless draw was a bad result for the 
homeside who needed to win to keep its faint 
hopes alive of making the Top Six. 

Coach John Kosmina isn’t conceding his 
side can’t make the finals and continees to be 
happy with the way his outfit is performing. 

‘Although the game was deadlocked prior to 
Dwyer’s send-off, the Strikers were in total 
control and it appeared oaly time before they 
would crack Newcastie’s defence. 

Dwyer came off the beach after only 20 
minutes when midfielder Nick Meredith was 
bodycharged and hit with an accidental elbow 
to the neck by Newcastle’s John Buonavoglia. 
Meredith was eventually stretchered off and 
taken to hospital for precaution. 

‘The first half was one-way traffic for the 
Strikers with at least six good scoring opporte- 
ities missed while Newcastle failed to have 
serious shot on goal. 

Midfielder Peter Grierson almost got his 
side off to a dream start in the third minute 
pushing his shot wide of the upright while new 
Signing Peter Buljan had a sharp chance go 
wide two minutes later as he shrugged off a 
Newcastle tackle inside the box. 

‘The Strikers’ best player, Jeromy Harris, 
did all the hard work as he turned Newcastle's 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 


By Julian Murphy 


jhe Northern Spirit’s disappointing season continued 
when they were beaten by a Sydney Olympic side 
that had to play out the final half hour of the game a 


man down. 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


Todd 
McManus 
inside out in 
the 28th 
minute but the 
visitor's cover 
defence 
scrambled 
home in time 
to smother his 
shot in front of 
an open goal. 

7. bt © 
Strikers’ had 
appeals. for 
we Ptr One Sard 
local referee 4 @ crucial moment. 
Peter Green, who was officiating in his first 
ome game after several intersiate matches. 
‘The first came on the half hour when 
Newcastle defender Andy Roberts looked to 
hand ball while the second came ten minutes 
after the break when 

McManus also appeared to hand-ball in a 
sliding tackle on Hartis. 

Newcastle's first scrious attempt came 
when former Strikers forward Andy Harper, 
‘who was heckled most of the night by his for- 
mer fans, strack his 50th minute attempt wide 
afier being positioned in the box perfectly by 
‘Travis Dodd. 

Afier 58 minutes the Strikers still looked to 
be dominating before Green marched Dwyer 
for his second bookable offence which some 
Strikers’ officials later described as ludicrous. 

‘The now ten-men Strikers began to with- 
draw as Newcastle coach Lee Sterry changed 
tactics by pushing three-men into the fopward 
lineDespite being on the back pedal for 
lengthy parts of the last half hour, the Strikers 
defence held firm while their attack continued 
to show patches of brilliance. 

Harris almost pulled off a superb goal in the 
75th minute with a deflected header off a chip 
pass from Alan Davidson while Newcastle 
Keeper Bob Catlin brought off the save of the 
night with ten minutes to gb. 

Strikers’ substitute Shane Smeltz put in a 
cross from the left to Wayne Sthoj whosc 
header was knocked down to the bottom left 
with an outstretched hand to deflect the goal 
bound shot wide of the upright. 


Compulsory drink breaks relieved both 
teams from the sweltering weather conditions, 
however nobody could prevent a red hot 
Cummins Menapi from scoring both of 
United’s goals. 

Sydney United coach, Alan Hunter, was 
pleased with his team’s performance and even 
hinted on a top six finish for this season. 

“To be honest the game should have been 
over when we should have been up three or 
four nil. We created more opportunities than 
they did throughout the game. I thought we 
showed a lot more grit in very heavy condi- 
tions,” he said, 

“I always look at the top six and I don’t 
worry about confidence, it’s what we build on, 
‘Our goal is to achieve a lot more than what we 
did last year.” 

Sydney United went into the half time 
break 1-0 ahead after creating the better 
chances and controlling a majority of posse- 
sion.Solomon Islands international, Cummins 
Menapi, scored the opening goal in the 28th 
minute after Zlatko Arambasic tumed the 
Force defence inside out before feeding the 
striker with a probing pass. Menapi tumed on 
the ball and surged forward before slotting it 
past the helpless Adrian Cagalj in goal. 


and played the 
ball to 
Arambasic in 
space on the Alan Hunter: United 
right side of the coach chasing a top 


penalty area. six finish. 
Arambasic 


then cut the ball back across goal for Menapi 
who finished with the simplest of tap-ins. 

Sydney United continued to press with 
Tom Pondeljak having another fine game 
orchestrating the attack. 

A couple of one-on-one opportunities were 
wasted by Arambasic who was starting to 
struggle with the heat. 

The Force were unlucky not to have pulled 
one back after 65 minutes when Kosta 
Salapasidis headed the ball onto the cross-bar. 

A goal did eventually come for Adelaide 
City in the 68th minute when Scott Tunbridge 
hit an unstoppable shot in the bottom left cor- 
ner after a dangerous cross from Louis Brain 
deceived the United defence. 

However United were not to be denied and 
are now knocking on the door of a finals 
berth, only one point adrift of the top six. 
Adelaide City are three points behind United 
but have a game in hand. 


For the third consecutive game, the Spirit lost after scoring 
the opening goal before allowing the opposition to hit back 
twice. 


Poor discipline from Olympic’s Kresimir Marusic on the 
hour mark resulted in the midficlder’s dismissal when the home 
side had the game firmly under control. Fortunately for 
Olympic, Marusic’s rush of blood didn’t prove to be too costly 
as the Spirit failed to test Clint Bolton in the Olympic goal. 


|_ Only substitute Simon Catanzaro could manage a shot on target 


in the final third of the game and this was a tame long-range 
effort that Bolton easily collected. 

For the first time this season Branko Culina left Nick Carle 
‘out of the Olympic starting line-up, opting instead for Pablo 
Cardozo and Dylan McAllister up front. It was a move that paid 
off as both strikers notched up first half goals. 

It was the first visit to Belmore as a Spirit player for Gabriel 
Mendez and his every touch was greeted with a chorus of jeers 
from the home crowd. Unsurprisingly, Mendez was delighted 
when he opened the scoring in the 28th minute. A delightful 
Jong ball from Matt Langdon found Spirit striker Ben Burgess 
who cut the ball back for Mendez to drive home bencath 
Bolton. 

‘Three minutes later the Spirit defence made the mistake of 
playing the Iinesman’s flag rather than the referee's whistle. In 
his first start of the season McAllister had no problem placing 
the ball past Spirit keeper Paul Henderson as the Spirit players 
waited for referee Gerry Connolly to notice his assistant. 
Despite vociferous protests from both the visiting players and 
their bench, Connolly awarded the goal and scores were level 

‘One of the games more absorbing contests was between 
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to the game and the Spirit spent the first fifteen minutes of the 
second half on the back foot. Troy Halpin and George 
Goutzoulis were dominating play in the centre of the field and 
Augerinos and Lindsay Wilson had the run of the flanks. Craig 
Foster made way for Catanzaro, but neither he or fellow substi- 
tute Daniel Watkins could penetrate the Olympic defence. The 
‘Spirit defence performed admirably throughout the game but, 
‘even after Marusic received his marching orders, the midfield 
couldn't provide Catanzaro and Watkins with enough balls. 

‘The game ended with the now familiar chant of “Amold out’ 
‘emanating from the Spirit supporters and any failure to get a 
result against bottom side Easiem Pride next week could end 
the Spirit’s finals aspirations. 

Things are looking decidedly better for Sydney Olympic, the 
21 victory sees them in outright second place ahead of the 
Perth Glory. Time will tell whether or not they can avoid a 
Tepeat of last season's late fade-out, but the home clash with the 
Glory im a fortnight may give some indication. 


‘ictorian Premier League 

clubs have completed their 

cloak-and-dagger acts and 
finalised their hirings and firings 
at the start of the 2000-2001 sea- 
son, 

Title defender Green Gully lost 
striker Sash Becvinovski to Altona 
ic, George Georgiadis to 
Heidelberg United and Jani Suric to 
Altona East, It gained Ice 
Kutlesovski, who returned from 


the Cavaliers, 
“This will be another challenging 


season for us,” Gully coach lan 
Dobson said. “Every season is a 
challenge for me. I hope the players 
are up to it as well,” the champion 
coach said, 

The Cavaliers hope to win their 
third title in a row, but for the first, 
time in a finals playoff. 

Heidelberg United has recruited 
prodigiously, The Bergers have 
signed 2000 Victorian player of the 
year Damian Vojtek from St Albans, 
former Bentleigh Green, Melbourne 
Zebras and East Gippsland ‘keeper 


Jim Kourtis from Sydney Olympic, 
Eric Vasiliadis from Fawkner, 
George Georgiadis from Green 
Gully, Nick Lazarevski from 
Thomastown (ex Melbourne 
Raiders), Nick Rossios from 
Bentleigh Greens, Nick Schwall 
from Bulleen and Peter Kakos from 
NSL club Eastern Pride. 

It also acquired 2000 Victorian 
coach of the year Peter Ollerton 
from Altona East. His assistant is 
Paul Harris, a former player of the 
yea and last season assistant at 
Thomastown. 

‘The Vojtek signing will be decid- 
ed by the VSF Tribunal. Miles con- 
firmed the transfer, but it later tran- 
spired a tribunal hearing next week 
will decide the transfer fee. While 
Heidelberg is believed to have 
offered $2000, St Albans demanded 
ten times as much, 

Altona East finished third under 
Ollerton last season, Former Green 
Gully, Altona Magic and Melbourne 
Raiders coach Chris Taylor has 
taken over at the Phoenix. 

Altona Magic coach Marjan 
Trajcevski has been replaced with 
Jim Bikicki, who coached 
Heidelberg more than five years ago 
in the NSL, 

‘The Magic has signed new faces 
‘such as Jeremie Mbog Nyetam, from 
Cameroon, Orhan Katovic, who 
played in Yugoslavia, and local play- 
er Lou Domovski. It also scored goal 
Keeper Michael Lilikakis, who 
played at Port and South Melbourne, 

“We'll take nothing for granted,” 
Bikicki said. “We've had a reason- 
ably good pre-season and we'll try 
and win what we possibly can.” 

Bentleigh Greens were runners- 
up to Green Gully and coach Gary 
Cole, who won premierships with 
Altona Magic and Bullen, will have 
his goal set on lifting the trophy this 
season, Greens major signing is the 
return of striker Juan Nilo from NSL. 
club Eastern Pride in Morwell. 

Bulleen’s coach Joe Mullen will 
have his first full season, since com- 


Damien Vojtek: Last season's player of the year moves to 
Heldelberg from St Albans. 


ing over from South Australia and 
taking over from Alan Davidson last 
season after seven matches. 

The Zebras signed Will Hastie 
from Bentleigh Greens, veteran 
striker Brian MacNicol from Eastern 
Pride and former Melbourne 
Knights midfielder Lance Plunkett 
from Thomastown. 

“We'd be extremely disappointed 
if we didn’t make the top five,” 
Mullen said. “Our objective is first 
to make the finals and then to try and 
win the title.” 

South Dandenong has changed its 
name to Dandenong Thunder. 
Dandenong retums to the VPL after 
a season's absence, promoted as 
champion of State League division 
‘one last season. 

It has the legendary Bobby 
McLachlan as coach. A former 
Eastern Pride coach, McLachlan 


"It was a bit different for me, 
but it was a whole new thing for 


also coached Fawkner and served on 
the Victoria Institute of Sport coach- 
ing staff. He was an Olyroos liaison 
officer during the Aussie Olympic 
Games. 

Essendon Royals enter the VPL 
for the first time in the club’s 40-odd 
year history. The Royals already 
have an experienced team, including 
three-times Victorian player of year 
George Jolevski. It has recruited 
Adrian Guzzupe, a former Joey, 
Green Gully and South Melboume 
player, as well as Steve Tribuzio 
from Doncaster Rovers. 

‘The club's priority isto stay in the 
premier league and finish away from 
the relegation zone, 

“This is our first season in the 
PL in the club's 43-year history,” 
Essendon coach Michael Giacomi 
said, “We won't be the fancies team, 
but we'll do the job every week and 


want to be a bit of a surprise packet,” 
he said, 

Fawkner has been in the VPL 
since 1982 and is yet to win a title. 
The Blues were runners-up to 
Bulleen in 1993. Former NSL coach 
at the Melbourne Knights and 
Melboume Zebras, Ken Murphy is 
taking the reins for the fourth sea- 
son. Captain Tony Schipano is enter- 
ing his 28th year at Fawkner, starting 
as a junior. 

The Blues have recruited a Perth 
midfielder Joel Vaz and lost striker 
Peter Psarros to Port Melbourne and 
Eric Vasiliadis to Heidelberg. 
Veteran and Knights legends Joe 
Biskic and Ivan Duzel will again tie 
their boots in midfield. 

“We'll try and get in the top five. 
‘We lost two good players, but we'll 
try and make up for it,” Fawkner 
president Santo Rizza said. 

Port Melbourne appointed former 

Bentleigh Greens coach Harry 
Chalkitis in a major signing, which 
also prompted some serious recruit- 
ing. 
The Sharks have signed ‘keeper 
‘Steve Wardle from Sunshine, Peter 
Psarros from Fawkner, Arthur 
‘Tsirtsakis who has retumed from 
Greece, Mitchell Pino from 
Bentleigh Greens and an Iranian 
refugee Rahim Musawy, who will be 
groomed to be stopper. 

Port has lost Dusko and Sasha 
Nikolic as well as Nic Vukavajlovic 
to Fitzroy City, while Adam Koze 
and Tom Sonsini are taining at 
Essendon, 

“We're aiming to finish in the top 
five and then we'll see what hap- 
pens,” Chalkitis said. 

Preston Lions have signed 
George’ Slifkas and Nick 
Cuculevski, both from Thomastown 
‘Zebras, as well as John Angelovski 
and Steve Nedanovski from Altona 
Magic. 

The club has lost striker Ice 
Kutlesovski, who has returned to 
Green Gully, defender Zoran 
Drogriski, who has gone overseas, 
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and Peter Stojcevski, who “is taking 
a break” from soccer, 

‘The*St Albans Saints will start a 
full season under Peter Crocker, who 
took over from Mike Petersen with 
seven games left last season, when 
Petersen went to coach his former 
NSL club South Melbourne, current- 
ly leading the NSL. 

The Saints did not make a major 

signing. Reserves striker Tony 
Kelic, brother of former Melbourne 
Knights striker Ivan, is making his 
debut in the seniors. Another up- 
and-coming star is 16-year-old 
Damir Borkovic as a promising 
striker, 
‘The Saints are hopeful to have 
Ivan Razov return from the 
Melbourne Knights. Matthew 
Urlovic has left the Saints and has 
returned to New Zealand, where his 
brother Paul plays for NSL club 
Football Kingz. St Albans lost 
Vojtck to the Bergers, 

“We're looking at a spot in the 
finals. But a lot can happen in a sea- 
son. We'll just have to play it by 
ear,” Crocker said, 

It seems to be the mood of most 
coaches at the start of another ardu- 
‘ous season. 


can't slacken off now. Ihave to 
keep up the intensity to stay 


there. Now I want to work that 
Dit harder on the areas I need to. 
‘The job is never finished." 


STAELIONS 


‘By John Economos 


EWLY crowned 
Oceania 
Champions, the 


Wollongong Wolves, will 
be on the prowl this 
Saturday night when they 
come up to Sydney to take 
on Marconi at the Marconi 
Stadium. 


Marconi last Saturday 
night again won away, this 
time against the Canberra 
Cosmos who they defeated 
1-2 at the Bruce Stadium, To 
date Marconi has lost just 
‘one away match out of eight 
away outings. 

Marconi’s _ twin-strikers, 
Royce Brownlie and Kris 
‘Trajanovski each scored first 
half goals that ultimately laid 
the foundations to Marconi’s 
win. 

Outstanding left wing- 
back, Brendan Renaud, stat- 
ed to ABSW last night: 
“We're all looking forward 
to our clash with 
Wollongong on Saturday 
night. We had a valuable 
away win last Saturday 
against Canberra in very hot 
conditions, even though it 
was a night game. 

“Wollongong is a real 
exciting team as all of them 
love to attack, 

“My duel with their skip- 
per Matthew Horsley down 
the left could be interesting. 

“Now that Wollongong 
has been recently crowned as 
the new Champions of 
Oceania, it will make things 


that much more interesting 
on Saturday night. 

“T feel that Wollongong 
are a credit to themselves. 
Their performances have 
been outstanding, before and 
after, their crusade to Port 
Moresby for the Oceania 
Tournament,” Renaud 
praised. 

“But getting back to 
Marconi, this match is most 
important for us as 
Wollongong is a team from 
the “Top Six’. It's a quality 
team that will give us quality 
opposition. 

“Wollongong are no pre- 
tenders to retain their current 
title as League champions. 

“We just can’t get com- 
placent at all, especially now 
that we are into the second 
Round of the League,” 
warned Renaud, 

Meanwhile Wollongong’s 
Head coach Ronnie Corry, 
last night stated to ABSW: 
“We will still have Dino 
Mennillo out with suspen- 
sion, but thankfully we'll 
have striker Saso Petrovski 
back from the injured list. 

“With having a bye last 
week-end my players should 
be much fresher. I also eased 
back on training plus gave 
them the week-end off,” 
Corry said. 

The former Australian 
World Cup goalkeeper went 
on to say: “Marconi is a very 
difficult team especially if 


Matthew Horsley (left): Wollongong’s skipper and 
right wingback. 


their striker Archie 
Thompson comes back from 
Europe this week, Anyhow 
if he’s back he's back, if he’s 
not, he’s not. I just worry 
about Wollongong and what 
my boys do. 

“We did very well in the 
Oceania Tournament but 
now we must stand up and 
do well in the National 
League,” Corry concluded. 


MARCONI 


STALLIONS 


WOLLONGO 


VS 


SAT10 FEB 7PM 
@ MARCONI STADIUM 


Match Day Sponsor 
LINBAR INDUSTRIES 


PH 9823 2222 FOR INFO 


Major Sponsor 


NG WOLVES 


Since their retum to 
Australia from New Guinea 
two weeks ago where the 
Wolves heroically won 
seven out of seven games 
over a gruelling 13 day peri- 
od to take out the Oceania 
Championship and thus 
qualify for the World Club 
Finals in July, Ron Corry’s 
team four days later backed 
up for a most credible 1-1 


draw against the powerful 
Perth Glory. 

In 17 outings Marconi ‘s 
attack has scored 27 goals, 
four. less than Wollongong 
who have played two games 
less due to their commit- 
ments last month in the 
Oceania Tournament in New 
Guinea. 

Marconi’s task will be 
how to contain 
Wollongong’s three pronged 
attack in Saso Petrovski, 
Stuart Young and lethal left 
footer, Scott Chipperfield. 

These three scored 
between them a massive 26 


goals in the recent Oceaniaj 
tournament at Port Moresby} 
in just seven games that} 


included the Final. 


TICKETS AVAILABLE 
ge ke ae ee Se Sed 
OR AT THE GATE 
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PORT MELB 
BULEEN 


By Bert van Bedaf 


ort Melbourne opened its cam- 
Pre with a resounding 4-2 vie- 

tory at home against Bulleen last 
Friday night, 

Two strikes by new signing Peter 
Psarros from Fawkner and two great 
saves by new ‘keeper Steve Wardle from 
Sunshine helped secure Port’s win. 

Bullen fought back after falling 4-0 
behind with a full-on attack in the last 35, 
minutes, 

But as Zebras coach Joe Mullen later 
observed, “You can’t give anybody in the 
league a four-goal advantage and expect, 
to.catch up to them,” 

Port coach Harry Chalkitis admitted 
his side had been out-maneuvred in the 
second half, which almost cost them the 
game, 

“At 4-0 we looked good, up to then, 


but Bullen threw players forward and 
that disorganised us,” Chalkitis said. “We 
gave the ascendancy to the opposition. 
Prior to that we didn’t allow them to 
play.” 

The Sharks were without Arthur 
‘Tsirtsakis and Iranian U20 international 
Rahim Musawy, whose clearances had 
not yet come through. 

They took the lead in the 22nd minute 
and continued to apply pressure on the 
Zebras defence. Psarros scored his first 
goal for his new club from close range, 
well inside the box. 

Sam Poutakidis cut the ball back from 
the goal line and Psarros struck the net 
past several Bulleen defenders and ‘keep- 
er Jamie Cooper. 

The Sharks looked sharp from the 
kick-off and extended their lead just on 
half-time. Former player-coach Peter 
‘Tsolakis took a free-kick a metre outside 
the box on the left and when Bulleen only 
half-cleared, Port vice-captain pounced 
on the right with a powerful drive from 
20 metres that struck the net at the far 
post. 


KOUND 1 


Evergreen Tsolakis, who played 
national league with South Melbourne, 
again proved his control of midfield with 
a clever though-ball to Psarros, who 
struck a second time for Port’s third goal. 

The Sharks knocked in their fourth 
goal on the hour with an individual effort 
from Nick Tsaltas, who eluded several 
Bulleen defenders before hitting the net. 

Bulleen hit back two minutes later to 
keep in touch. Damien Guglielmi started 
the move with a pass to Will Hastie. The 
Zebras midfielder crossed to former 
Socceroo Waren Spink, who pegged a 
goal back with a shot from inside the 
box. 

Bulleen gave the Sharks a double 
scare with a second goal in the 70th 
minute, when Berkam Sakaci found the 
net from a Sava Rusmir cross. Wardle 
denied Spink to inflict further damage, 
palming his header for a comer six min- 
utes from full-time, 

Wardle prevented a possible draw with 
a second major save a minute into injury 
time, denying Paul Della Rocca’s header 
with another diving push over the bar. 


HOT OPENING ROUND GETS 
CAMPAIGN UNDERWAY 


By Be van Bedat 


oaring heat on Friday and 
Saturday prompted referees to 
hold drink breaks at the 


Evendim and Port Melbourne 


“Referees Hakan Anaz (Epping 
Stadium) and Jim Ouliaris (Anderson. 
Reserve) allowed: two-minute breaks 
halfway during each half, giving play- 


ers some respite from the 30-pius tem- 


_ peratures. 


But nature wasn’t the only heat 
scorching the grounds, Heidelberg and 
Green Gully have shown their cards 
with solid victories. : 

Port Melboume and Altona Bast 


also scored wins in their vital opening 


encounters, while Bentleigh Greens 
was held to a i-1 draw at home to 
Fawkner and newcomers: Essendon 


Victorian 


Premier League 


SATURDAY, 10TH FEBRUARY 


Altona Magic vs Bentleigh Greens 


U21; 5.00pm ¢ First Grade: 7.00pm 


South Dandenong vs Altona East Phnx George Andrew Reserve 


U21: 4.00pm ° First Grade: 6.00pm 


SUNDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 


Fawkner Blues vs Port Melb Sharks 


U21: 4.00pm ¢ First Grade: 6.00pm 


Green Gully Cav vs Heidelberg Utd 


U21: 5.00pm ° First Grade: 7.00pm 


Preston Lions vs Essendon 


B.T. Connor Reserve 


U21: 4.00pm ° First Grade: 6.00pm 


MONDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 


Bulleen Zebras vs St Albans Saints 


U21: 6.15pm ¢ First Grade: 8.15pm 


For more information, log onto 
www.soccervictoria.org.au 


Paisley Reserve 


C.B. Smith Reserve 


Green Gully Reserve 


Veneto Club 


and Dandenong also earned a point 
each, 

The Phoenix undid Altona Magic 2- 
1, while Port trounced Bulleen, 4-2. 
‘Zebras coach Joe Mullen described it 
as “a shocking start”. 

Preston shared that fate, having 
gone down 3-0 to the Bergers. Finding 
themselves at the foot of the ladder, it's 
a.cold place for the Lions to be on what 
‘was such a hot day. 


ROYALS SHARE 
DANDYS THUNDER 


HEIDELBERG 
PRESTON 


By George Koukeris 


‘eidelberg United hit the top the 
He= with a solid 3-0 victory over 

arch rivals Preston Lions at 
Olympic Village last Sunday, 

Bergers gun striker Alfonz Opazo ham- 
mered in a hat-trick. It indicates new coach 
Peter Ollerton’s outfit is ready to stand to the 
challenge. Starting with Lazarevski on the 
bench, the Bergers moved for the kill from the 
outset. 

Heidelberg moved swiftly into attack with 
Opazo leading the charge. An Opportunist’s 
opportunity was clinically put away after a 
Preston defensive miss-call in the 22nd 
minute. 

The Lions had their chance late in the first 
half to produce an equalizer. Pushing the 
Bergers into defence, a string of comer cross- 
es almost delivered the goods for Preston. 

In the second half, Heidelberg needed to 
kill the game early and in the 59th minute 
Opazo worked mechanically with Cameron 
Brown and George Georgiadis and move like 
lightning through the Lions midfield for what 
was certain to be a strike on target. 

Preston's George Slifkas had other inten- 
tions and pulled down Opazo inside the box 


Team 

Heidelberg United 
Port Melb. Sharks 
Altona East Phoenix 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Essendon Royals 
Bentleigh Greens 
Fawkner Blues 
Dandenong Thunder 
St. Albans Saints 
Altona Magic 
Bulleen Zebras 
Preston Lions 


By John Rigas 


n the clash between newly promoted teams 
Essendon and Dandenong, the Royals came from 
behind near the end to draw 1-1 with the newly 


named Dandy Thunder. 


Both teams missed experienced players. Essendon 


missed experienced defender Tom Markoyski and 


‘Pelja. 


Dandenong was without star duo David Grella and Idriz 


Thunder’s newly signed striker Boris Ovcin (ex-South 
Melboume youth team) gave his team a dream start in the 
15th minute. Pouncing on a poor clearance, Ovcin’s blis- 


Giaocchino no chance. 


tering kick from 20 metres gave Royals ‘keeper Mark Di 


Dandenong featured other new signings in Bill Tsiakos 


(ex-Port Melbourne), Costa Caimakanis and George 


Lenetis (both ex-Bulleen). With VPL experience, the trio 


added bite to Thunder’s line-up. 


Dandenong got close to a second goal before the break. 
Play-maker Fikret Korkaris worked a one-two with Ovcin. 
But Di Giaocchino saved Korkaris’s shot. 

Essendon should have levelled just on half-time after 


Matthew Collina swooped on a defensive error. But the 


Thunder back-line recovered to clear. 

Essendon equalised two minutes from full-time. Inside 
the area, captain Robert Spence struck the comer of the net, 
sending his relieved team mates and band of supporters 


into jubilation. 
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Peter Ollerton: Winning start as 
coach of Heidelberg. 
and recklessly conceded a penalty for another 
blow to the start of the Lions 2001 campaign. 

Converting the spot kick was another spec- 
tacle as Lions keeper George Tsianakis read 
the shot well and managed to get a hand to it, 
only for the ball to rebound off the crossbar 
and ricochet back to Opazo, who held his 
nerve for the conversion on the rebound, 

The Lions struggled to find the key in 
Kamer Simsek and Dimce Panev, who both 
walked off the pitch with poor performances. 

The Lions looked unorganized and were 
truly out of the contest in the 84th minute 
when Opazo again seized upon a defensive 
error to seal the match for the Bergers. 


SecoOoC COCO Oss aS 


Round 1 Results 


FRIDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2001 


Port Melbourae Sharks 4 (Peter Psarros 2, Nick Tsaltas, 


‘Watson 


Bullen Zebras 2 (Warren Spink, Berkan Sakaci) 


SATURDAY 3 FEBRUARY 2001 
Essendon Royals 1 (Robert Spence) 
Dandenong Thunder 1. (Boris > 


Blacktown 
Iconnen 


lhe Belconnen Blue 
Devils were behind 
the eight ball even 


before the kick-off against 
the record breaking 
Blacktown City Demons 
last Saturday evening at 
Gabbie Stadium. 

With Steve Lazzari, Geoff 
Howarth, Matt Julliene and 
George Cattanach all miss- 


i 


Demons 


KOUND 12 


tions far better than their vis- 
itors and it came as no sur- 


prise when defender Paul 
Yates opened their scoring in 
the 22nd minute. Yates 
soared to head home Paul 
Dee's free-kick. 

Blacktown repeated the 
feat in the 34th minute when 
Jason Connolly nodded the 
ball from eight metres out 


Josh Maguire: Entered the scoresheet for 
Blacktown. 


ing from their line-up, the 
team from the capital were 
always going to find the 
going tough against the 
reigning premiers. 

While Matt Cachia and 
Scott Mason made a good 
fist of it in the heart of the 
Belconnen defence, they 
eventually succumbed to 
Brian Brown's well-drilled 
outfit. 

Despite losing Steve 
Riches to dehydration at 
half-time, City adapted to the 
sweltering weather condi- 


Darren locca: Sealed 
victory for Blacktown. 


hope of a comeback only two 

minutes later through Robert 

Angievski before Darren 

Tocca sealed the victory two 

minutes before the final 
s whistle. 

City now enjoy a seven 
point lead at the top of the 
Super League table. 

Teams: BLACKTOWN 
CITY DEMONS: Crawley, 


from another Dee free-kick. ROUNI 
A third soon came via the Bonnyrigg 1 
boot of Josh Maguire, a well (Mancino 30) 

Sutherland 0 


taken yolley off a Ben 
Willard cross. 

To their credit Belconnen 
persevered against their 
more illustrious opponents 
but were restricted to long 
range efforts, rarely trou- 
bling ‘keeper John Crawley. 

The Blacktown defence 
was finally penetrated in the 
7Sth minute when substitute 
Leo Langane made inroads 
on the left before finding 
Scott Manson on the edge of 
the penalty area, Mason 


Leichhardt Tigers 2 
(Stubbs-Mills 17, 

La Rocca 56 pen) 
Blacktown City 5 
(Yates 22, Connolly 35, 
Maguire 55, Angievski 79, 
Tocca 86) 

Parramatta Eagles, 4 
(Kukucka 6, Bazdaric 31, 
Anderson 78, 82) 


turned and curled the ball | Player Club Goals 
inside the right upright leav- Darren locca BLACKTOWN 13 
ing Crawley with very little © } Steve Lazzari SONNEN i 
chance Javier Mancino BONNYRIGG WE. 7 


Blacktown ruined any } Adam Anderson 


e RESULTS e 


e TOP SCORERS « 


AFTER ROUND 12 


There’s no stopping Demons 


Paul Yates: Opened scoring for 
Blacktown Demons. 


Riches (Angievski 46), Foxe, 
Yates (Gatt 81), Willard, 
Connolly, Aschner (Racker 
72), Dee, Langan, Maguire, 
Tocca. 
BELCONNEN: 
Giannasca, Manson, Cachia, 
Mauro (Langane 59), 
Zamora, Rupil, Jankins, 
Schroder (Peitrukowski 87), 
Rakic, Gagetti, Unwin. 


D 12 

Canterbury M’ville 1 
(Amegashie 37) 

Penrith 1 
(Meilak 59) 

Central Coast 3 
(Hutchinson 27, 43, 
Williams 68) 

Belconnen 1 
(Manson 77) 

St George 0 


(AFTER Rounp 12) 


P Ww D 
Blacktown City 12 10 2 
Parramatta Eagles 12 8 1 
Bonnyrigg 12 6 4 
Central Coast 12 6 i) 
Cbury-M'ville 12 5 2 
Leichhardt 12 5 1 
Belconnen 12 5 1 
St George 12 5 1 
Penrith 412 iE 2 
Sutherland 12 2) 4 


NSW PREMIER 
LEAGUE LADDER 


POAADNANWOM 


For further information see: www.nswpremierieague.com 


F A Pts 
34 12 32 
29°20 25 
29°" 15.22 
15 15 18 
18 #18 17 
25 235 16 
25 24 16 
16 22 #16 
9 50 5 
8 27 4 


WRAP-UP 


C’bury M’ville 1 Bonnyrigg 1 
Ae Canterbury-Marrackville outfit 
eld out for a I-1 draw against 

Bonnyrigg at Henson Park- Berries ‘keeper 
Jose Bello-Amigo saving a penalty with twen- 
ty minutes remaining to clinch an important 
point for the home side. ae 

Played out under inclement weather, 
Bonnyrigg took the lead on the half-hour 
‘mark with captain Javier Mancino burying his 
seventh goal of the season from wide on the 
right. “ 

Canterbury-Marrickville then tied the 
match up when on — loan Sydney Olympic 
striker Andy Amegashie scored his second in 
four appearances. He simply had to tap the 
ball in after a mix up in the Bonnyrigg 
defence between ‘keeper Fernando Greco and 
James Warburton left the ball bobbling in 
front of an open net. 


Sutherland 0 Penrith 1 
kite and Penrith produced a scrappy 

affair as both teams showed their despera- 
tion for a first win of the season, 

‘The game, which was littered with fouls, 
offsides and multiple cards of both colours, 
was a stop-start affair in which a single goal 
always looked to be enough to get all three 
points — and so it proved. 

Penrith's winner came from a near post 
tap-in from the boot of Glenn Meliak after 
NSW U/20 representative Tim O'Connell 
pulled the ball back from the byline. 

Despite both teams losing a player to red 
cards within ten minutes of each other — 


‘Alen Stajcic for Sutherland and Jason 
Sciberras for Penrith — the goal came in the 
brief period that the Panthers were at a one- 
man advantage. 


Leichhardt 2 Central Coast 3 
Ce ‘Coast hung on to all three points in 

‘a desperate clash with thé Leichhardt 
Tigers at Lambert Park, which will go a long 
way in determining who clinches the fourth 
finals place. 

The opportunistic finishing from Coast 
striker Rod Hutchinson saw him grab a brace 
before half-time, to turn around a one-goal 
deficit thanks to an early goal from Tigers 
midfielder James Stubbs-Mills. 

Hutchinson went on to supply the cross for 
the winner from Mick Williams, after which 
the Coasties stoutly defended their lead in the 
face of a Tigers attacking'onslaught. 


Parramatta 4 St George 0 
‘he Parramatta Eagles bounced back in the 
best possible way afier last week's drub- 

bing at Blacktown City, defeating St George 
4-0 at Melita Stadium. 

After the 6-3 defeat by the Demons, it was 
important that the Eagles got off to a good 
start, and they did with a first goal by on-loan 
Parramatta Power striker Daniel Kukucka 
after just six minutes. / 

Just after the half-hour mark Tom Bazdaric 
made it 2-0, and a late brace from substitute 
Adam Anderson sealed the win that leaves 
Parramatta Eagles three points clear of 
Bonnyrigg in second place. 


NSW Premier 


NSW Premier League 


League 


www.nswpremierleague.com 


ROUND: 


13, 


SATURDAY 10 FEBRUARY 


St George Saints v Belconnen 


Central Coast v Parramatta 
Bonnyrigg W.E. v Leichhardt 
Penrith v Canterbury M'ville 
Blacktown City v Sutherland 
Under 19s: 5.00pm 


ST GEORGE STADIUM 
First Grade: 6.30pm 


PLUIM PARK 
SERBIAN CENTRE ~ 
ANDREWS ROAD PARK 
GABBIE STADIUM 


First Grade: 7.00pm 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 
NSW Premier League and other NSW P 


Soccer news 


@ ‘Soccer Saturday’ on 
Radio 2SER-FM (107.3) 


@ 


Official clothing 
supplier to NSWSF 


from 11am-12pm every Saturday 


WWW.SOCCErnSW.COM.au 
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By Mark Stavroulakis 


wenty-year-old 
Grant Last is one of 
Australia’s exciting 


youngsters in the National 
League. 

Currently playing his foot- 
ball at Marconi, ‘Lasty’ has 
had much success in his so 
far short career in football. 

As a youngster, Grant was 
always keen on making soc- 
cer his number one priority. 
Spending his first two sea- 
sons in the U13’s and U14’s 
at Kuringah, it was there 
people first noticed his enor- 
mous talent as a football 
player. 

Shortly after that, he 
joined Blacktown in the 
UIS’s until finally settling in 

at Melita where he finished 
off his youth career in the 
Ul6é's, 

“[ really had a great time 
while 1 was young playing 
for a couple of clubs. It was 
good seeing new faces and 
having new coaches show 
their own techniques, 

After Melita I made the 
NSW ITC squad under the 
tutelage of Kelly Cross. 1 
stayed there for around 6 
months and then joined the 
AIS,” said Last. 

It was his presence in the 
State team of NSW at the 
National Identification 
Tournaments that caught the 
eye of the AIS coach Steve 
O'Connor. 

“{ played both U1S's and 
UI6’s for NSW, winning 
both times which was a huge 
thrill. 


After the U16’s tourna- 
ment in Parklea, coach of the 
AIS, Steve O'Connor select- 
ed me to be apart of his AIS 
squad,” said the young gun. 

The AIS has boasted big 
names in the past like Brett 
Emerton, Mark Viduka and 
Ergic to name a few, but it’s 
the intense training programs 
involved that make the AIS, 
the best youth developing 
side in Australia. ‘Spending 
two seasons at the AIS was 
the best experience ever. 

Having world-class facili- 
ties, doctors, dietitians, all 
were at our doorsteps. 
Training practically every- 
day, weights two times a 
week, prepared us players for 
the future as professional 
soccer players, Playing 
alongside the likes of Ergic, 
Milicevic, Ferrante, 
Wilkshire and Turnbull to 
name a few, was a great 
experience, as all the boys 
were of top quality. In my 
two years at the AIS, win- 
ning back-to-back Youth 
League titles was a huge 
honor for myself. Coaching- 
wise was also something I 
will never forget as I regard 
‘Rocks’ (Steve O'Connor) as 
‘one of the best coaches in 
Australia,” said Grant. 

It was in January last year, 
that Last was approached by 
two National League clubs. 

“Northern Spirit and 
Marconi had contacted me 
after my scholarship had fin- 
ished at the AIS. After many 
discussions I decided to sign 
for the Stallions as it is one 
of the biggest clubs in 
Australia and also a club that 


Grant Last: “I really want to play in England.” 


offer opportunities,”said the 
former AIS graduate. 

‘Lasty’ signed a 18-month 
contract with Marconi, and 
hopes that by the end of his 
time at Marconi, an overseas 
offer would beckon. 

The tough midfielder 
made his debut with the club 
in last year’s semi-final 
match against Carlton, which 
Grant will never forget. “It 
was a huge buzz playing ina 
semi-final for my debut. I 
had come on as a substitute 
and after just 13 minutes 1 
was shown the red card for a 
bad tackle on Steve Horvat. 
We ended up losing the 
match and it Was a memory 
that I'd like to forget,” said 
the unlucky star. 

The new year has started 
well for Grant, having played 
three National League 
games, and also being one of 
the standouts in the Youth 
side. “I played against 
Adelaide City, Auckland and 
Northern Spirit and thought 
T'd done really well. Playing 
in the Youth team regularly 
allows me to display my 
skills so I can maybe get 
more chances in playing for 
the first team of Marconi,” 
said the number 27 

Grant’s ambition this year 
is to try and cement a spot in 
the Marconi line-up and to 
do well in the U20's 
Australian squad. “Right 
now I'm really putting my 
head down for the up and 
coming qualifiers in the 
Cook Islands for the U20's 
side. We leave on Monday. 
and are gone forya month, all 
should be a great experience. 


LAST: THE ‘KIT KAT? KID 


Getting picked for the 
squad was a huge honor and 
one that I'm very happy 
about. We have a great squad 
and its going t to be tough get- 
ting into the ‘Side, but this is 
where I will do all that I can 
to secure’a first team spot in 
the Australian squad,” said 
the Australian U20 star. 

Although no offers or tri- 
als have yet to come Grant’s 
way overseas, ‘the young star 
is hopeful ‘that after this sea- 
son a trial in England is pos- 
sible. 

“Pd really love to play in 
England one day, as it’s a 
league that best suits my 
style. Hopefully with the 
U20's this year, making the 
World Cup in Argentina will 
further my chances in play- 
ing professionally overseas,” 
said the young international. 

Apart from his soccer 
career, Grant has also risen to 
fame on the Television 
screen as well, being apart of 
a Kit Kat commercial a cou- 
ple of years ago, hence his 
nickname “The Kit Kat Kid). 
“While I was at the AIS, the 
company sponsoring us, 
Nestle, asked if anyone could 
star in a commercial for Kit 
Kat. I thought it would be a 
good opportunity to do 
something different, I really 
had/a lot of fun,” said the up 
and coming television star. 

With plenty years ahead of 
Grant's career left, time will 
only tell whether his dream 
of playing overseas turns into 
areality.— 


oa 


ATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 


LEADING SCORERS 


Green Gully Cavaliers 
Albury Wodonga 
Bulleen Zebras- 
Fawkner Blues 
Preston Lions — 


SUwWwwW aA nao 


RB 


onrhMonoton eso 
Coes Go dale ee 


By Roy By Roy Hay 


Melb Knights 
Academy 0 Green 
Gully Cavaliers 1 

A single goal by Imran Balla 
gave Green Gully Cavaliers its 
victory over the Melbourne 
Knights Academy on Friday at 
Knights Stadium. 

The goal came four minutes 
into the second half to enliven 
what had been a fairly ordinary 
game. There were two red cards. 
For the Academy Ante Cirjak and 
Haris Vrbovac were the top per- 
formers. 


Eastern Pride 0 VIS 0 

In the only other Round 15 
match played this week-end, 
Eastem Pride and the VIS played 
a scoreless draw at Mobil 
Stadium. Defences were on top 
and when the forwards did break 
through there was always some- 
one on the line to clear. 

Full back Rob Ashby was the 
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RD 15 


ROUND 16 
FIXTURES 


Pride’s: hero, putting in a series of 
good tackles and seeming to have 
a magnet which attracted every- 
thing in the air. 


ROUND 15 
RESULTS 
For the VIS, keeper Fred Au 


was outstanding once again and "Friday 2 February 200: 
come of his saves took the breath | Peninsula Blues v Fawkrer Blues 
away. The hot conditions took 
their toll, but there was no lack of 
effort, only goals were missing. 


Peninsula Blues v 
Fawkner Blues 
Match not played. 


Preston Lions v 
South Dandenong 
Match not played. Soccer 
Australia’s decisions on these 
matches will be included in next 
week’s results and ladder. 

South Melboume vy South 
Melbourne Eagles Academy is 
being played on Monday at Bob 
Jane Stadium at 7 pm. 

Bulleen Zebras v Melbourne 
Knights, will be played at the 
Veneto Club at 4 pm on 4 March 
2001. 


(Bob Jane Stadivan, 7 pre) 
Albury Wodonga v Bye 
- Sunday 4 March 2001 
Bullen Zebras ¥. 
Melbourne Knights 
{Veneto Club, 4 pmj- 
Wednesday 7 February 2001 
‘South Melbourne Eagies Academy v: 
— Sth Melbourne 
{Bob Jane Stadium, 7.60 pm) 


(George Andrens Reserve, 4.00 pry / 


ph Hebei e 
South Melbourne Eagles Acad » Bye 
Fawkner Blues v Bye 


BRAZILIAN EX-INTERNATIONAL 
BAIANO FAILS DOPE TEST 


jormer Brazil World Cup 
| yee Junior Baiano has 

tested positive for cocaine, 
the Brazilian Football 
Confederation (CBF) has said. 

A CBF official said the 30-year- 
old Baiano, who was ever-present for 
Brazil at the 1998 World Cup in 
France but has not played for his 
country since, failed a dope test fol- 
lowing the final of Brazil's Joao 
Havelange Cup between Vasco da 
Gama and Sao Caetano two weeks 
ago, 

‘The player, who has suffered dis- 
ciplinary problems throughout his 
career, has been given an automatic 


30-day suspension but faces a disci- 
plinary tribunal and could eventually 
be banned for up to one year, the 
CBF said. 

Vasco directors said they had not 
been officially informed of the test 
result. 

"IF it’s true, we will take the neces- 
sary measures,” said Paulo Reis. 
“But we have not yet been told offi- 
cially." 

‘Vasco won the match, the replayed 
second leg of the final, 3-1 to take 
the title 4-2 on aggregate. 

The replay was ordered at one 
week's notice after the original game 
in December was abandoned in the 


DE LA PENA’S 


KIDNAPPER ARRESTED 


35-year-old man has been arrested in 
connection with the attempted kidnap 


of Barcelona player Ivan de la Pena, 


Catalan regional police has said. 


‘The man, who had recently escaped from an 
open prison in the Barcelona area, shot and 
injured a policeman as he tried to avoid arrest 
after his car was involved in a collision in 
Castelldefels, some 16 km (nine miles) from 


Barcelona, 


Spanish international De la Pena, 24, had ear- 
lier alerted police that a vehicle containing two 
men had followed him after training on 


Monday. 


The player managed to get away and sup- 
plied the police with the registration plate of the 
yehicle, wich tuned out to have been stolen last 


week. 


JUVENTUS’ TREZEGUET 
DOWN WITH INJURY 


uyentus's French inter- 

national striker Dayid 

‘Trezeguet will be out 
for a month with a ham- 
string injury, the Italian club 
has said. 

"The player is suffering 
from a pulled hamstring. He 
will have to rest for a full eight 
days and will not be back in 
action for a month,” said club 
doctor Riccardo Agricola, 

‘Trezeguet, who has scored 
seven goals in his first season 
in Serie A, underwent tests last 
week after he picked up a 


hamstring injury during penul- 


tiomate Sunday's 4-0 win over 
Vicenza. 
The Frenchman's misfor- 


debts, 


account in the future." 


De la Pena, who broke into the Barcelona 
team under the guidance of Johan Cruyff in 
1995, rejoined the Catalan club on loan from 
Italian club Lazio at the beginning of this sea- 


son. 


21st minute when a fence collapsed > 


at Vasco's Sao Januario stadium, 
injuring some 150 people. 

The decision to play the match 
came in the middle of what should 
have been the players’ annual holi- 
days and gave them only a few days 
to prepare for the game. 

Baiano, who was once sacked by 
German club Werder Bremen for 
punching an opponent and earning a 
10-match ban as a result, joined 
Vasco at the start of last year from 
fellow Brazilians Palmeiras. 

He has been sent off three times 
since then, on one occasion for fight- 


ebration by his team. Two of the red 
cards came last month. 

He is famed for being an erratic 
player, capable of looking stylish and 
classy one minute and producing a 
horrendous blunder the next. 

Although he played in every 
match in France, Baiano, whose full 
name is Raimundo Ferreira Ramos 
Junior, often looked shaky and after 
his return home was greeted with 
chants of "Junior Baiano sank 
Brazil" by rival fans during 
Palmeiras’ matches. 

The 3-0 World Cup final defeat 
against France was the last of his 24 


Earlier last month Catalan regional police 
detained a 50-year-old businessman who admit- 
ted he was planning to kidnap a Barcelona play- 
er, to demand a ransom to cover his business 


The vice-president of Barcelona, Joan 
Castells, said that he was alarmed by the two 
cases that have come to light in the last month. 

"The club has to be very alert to the dangers 
of this sort," he said. "There is a great deal of 
organised criminal activity going on at the 
moment and we will have to take this into 


ing with opponents during a goal cel- 


full international caps. 


Junior Baiano: Caught with hard drugs. 


MONACO LOSES POINTS 


Pablo Contreras: Source of 


jrench champions Monaco were 
docked two points last week for 
Iding a player who allegedly 
used a false European passport, 

Chilean international-defender Pablo 
Contreras, who has since been loaned to 
Argentine side Racing Club, was suspend- 
ed for four months with two months of the 
ban suspended. 

French league (LNF) disciplinary com- 
mittee chairman Jean-Pierre Camus said 
Monaco had suffered the loss of points 
because of their "lack of vigilance” in the 
matter. 

‘St Etienne were docked seven points 
earlier this month for using players with 
fake European passports, Their appeal 
against that decision will be heard this 
week. Monaco are also free to appeal 
Tuesday's decision. 

Contreras retumed to- Europe earlier 
last week to defend himself against allega- 
tions that he had been using a fake Italian 


OVER FAKE PASSPORT SCAM 


He was immediately taken into police 
custody in Monaco and then taken before 
an investigating magistrate and charged 
with "fake use and inappropriate delivery 
of an official document", 

He was released on bail to attend 
‘Tuesday's hearing with Monaco president 
Jean-Louis Campora, 

St Etienne were docked seven points 
after Ukraine international goalkeeper 
Maxim Levitzky and Brazilian striker 
Alex were found to be using false pass- 
ports, 
If the penalty stands, Monaco will be 
only four points above the relegation zone, 

Metz, also due to face the disciplinary 
committee on Tuesday night, were granted 
4 postponement because their Colombian 
goalkeeper Farid Mondragon -- the player 
whose passport is in question -- is on inter- 
national duty. 

Mondragon will face court in March 
charged with having used a fake Greek 


tune could leave the way open 
for a recall for Alessandro Del 
Piero, who has been out of 


has the option of Del Piero or 


David Trezeguet: Sidelined by injury. 
‘ond in Serie A, three points 


Monaco's troubles. 


passport. 


Passport. 


‘antes and St Etienne 
scored contrasting 
victories last week to 


seal their places in the last 
eight of the French League 
Cup. 

First division high-flyers 
Nantes needed a penalty 
shootout before. triumphing 
away to third division Valence 
while St Etienne cruised to a 


x ‘apan is fighting for a 
z change in the title 
z name of the 2002 
E forid Cup finals because 
2 FIFA put South Korea 
ahead of them when they 
‘co-hosts in April 1996. 


sc iy Yugoslav striker Darko behind leaders AS Roma and World gefites: 
favour since returning from  Koyacevic as a replacement face fourth placed Atalanta on lorid = governing = body. 
injury earlier this month. for Trezeguet. Saturday: _FIFA’s — general-secretary 


Juve coach Carlo Ancelotti 


Juventus are currently sec- 


[Mio ertution site 


2-0 home win over AJ 
Auxerre, 

Nantes and Valence were 
0-0 after regulation time and 
1-1 after 30 minutes of extra 
time before Nantes finally 
won through 4-2 on penalties. 
Substitute Marama Vahirua 
scored a superb solo goal to 
lift Nantes 1-0 ahead six min- 
utes into the first period of 


JAPAN WANTS WORLD 


hoped he had found a solu- 
tion. Zen-Ruffinen said 
his idea — believed to 

‘be a. suggestion that 
Japan's name be put first 

in the Japanese language 


_— was being considered 


“by the Japanese and a deci- 


extra time but defender 
Benjamin Fabra gave Valence 
a dramatic lifeline with a head- 
er in the dying seconds of 
extra time. 

Nantes goalkeeper Mickael 
Landreau then became his 
team’s match-winner, making 
diving saves to halt spot kicks 
from Fabra, who went from 
hero to villain in seconds, and 


CUP TITLE 


tournament willbe called 
2002 FIFA. World Cup 
Korea/Japan following a 
decision taken by world 
soccer's governing body 

in 1996, 
But Zen-Ruffinen said he. 


NANTES, ST. ETIENNE IN LEAGUE CUP Q-FINALS 


Christiansen Gauthier. 
Vahirua's goal earlier 
looked to have been enough to 
see Nantes through. The 
Tahiti-born striker juggled the 
ball on the edge of the area 
before chipping it over help- 
less goalkeeper Fabrice 
Bruneau from 18 metres out. 


CHANGED 
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Stan Collymore: Now to feature in the Spanish liga. 


everal top Italian soccer players 
are linked to a police investiga~ 
tion into a high-class prostitu- 
tion ring operating on the Internet, 
Milan police has said. 

The police declined to name the 
players or their clubs, but a spokesman 
said players from a well-known side 
had been spotted with expensive call 
girls who advertised on websites. 

“These girls charge between a mil- 
lion and three million lire ($500 to 
$1,500), so you are talking about clients 
of a certain standing,” Filippo Ninni, 
who led the investigation as head of 

Milan police unit responsible for 
tracking down Internet crime, said. 

“The footballers called some of the 
girls seen on the website and met up for 
dinner, and then some of them left 
together afterwards. Under Italian law 
neither they nor the girls did anything 


COLLYMORE FINALLY 
JOINS OVIEDO 


finally presented to the media by 

his new club Real Oviedo after two 
days of negotiations and an equally pro- 
tracted journey to the northern Spanish 
city. 

‘The 30-year-old player has joined Oviedo 
on a 1-1/2 year contract after a free transfer 
from premier league Bradford City. 

Collymore was due to arrive in Oviedo 
on Tuesday, but the fine print of his new 
contract took longer to complete than was 
originally envisaged and he missed his 
scheduled flight from Madrid. 


EK: striker Stan Collymore was 


The player did take a flight on 
Wednesday morning, but it was forced to 
return to Madrid after it was unable to land 
in the fog-hit Oviedo airport. 

Collymore finally made a four-hour jour- 
ney by car, giving him just enough time for 
his medical and presentation in: front of 
close to 1,500 fans at the club's new stadi- 
um. 

“It is really good to be here, in a club like 
this, after so much negotiating,” the player 
told reporters. “I have come to Oviedo to 
improve as a player.” 

Collymore said he was in a good state of 
fitness and was ready to play in the club's 


MONACO NO LONGER 
KEEN ON LEBOEUF 


french international 
Fe: Frank 
‘ Leboeuf's planned 
move to Monaco is definitely 


off, Chelsea officials said last 


players to find room for 
Leboeut in their squad. 

“The deal was all agreed 
Tast week between the clubs 
and the player..but they said 


Chelsea sources said 
Monaco needed to sell players 
before Wednesday's deadline 
for transfers in order to afford 
Leboeuf and had not managed 


week. they had not managed to shift. to. 
Managing director Colin their players to make room for Last week Leboeuf said he 
Hutchinson said before him,” Hutchinson said. ywas sure he had played his last 
< Chelsea's premier league Chairman Ken Bates added: game for Chelsea and was on 
match against Neweastle “We agreed terms for Frank’s his way back to France after 
United that the deal was called transfer some time ago and to four and a half years with the 
off because the French league put it bluntly Monaco can’t London club. 


club had been unable to sell 
18 


come up with the money.” 


But he played penultimate 
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league match against Las Palmas on 
Sunday. 

Oviedo coach Radomir Antic, who has 
made it clear that the player’s controversial 
past does not worry him, said his new 
recruit would significantly strengthen his 
squad. 

“Collymore is an exceptional player. 
With him Oviedo are going to be more 
ambitious and the young players will have 
the opportunity to learn things from him.” 

Oviedo are-in 13th position in the 
Spanish first division with 27 points from 
20 matches. 


Sunday in the club’s 4-2 FA 
Cup win over Gillingham and 
coach Claudio Ranieri includ- 
ed him in Wednesday’s side 
against Newcastle. 

Hutchinson said Leboeuf 
would now have to clear his 
head of thoughts of moving 
and concentrate on playing 
well at Stamford Bridge in 
order to win a regular place in 
the France side. 


wrong, but we are going after those who 
profit from such activities,” Ninni told 
Reuters. 

Two men in their 40s were released 
on bail after police raided the headquar- 
ters of Internet site www.metropolitan it 
in Cesena, northern Italy, and seized 
computer servers. 


poem 
TRAN 


Ninni said the two men were suspect- 
ed of using the website to promote and 
benefit from prostitution. 

The website, containing pictures of 
women along with their phone num- 
bers, addresses and prices, has since 
been closed down, 

Serie A club Titer Milan, one of 
Europe’s leading soccer teams, denied 
allegations in some Italian news reports 
that they were involved in the police 
investigation. 

Inter said in a statement they had 
conducted an internal investigation cov- 
ering all their players and denied any 
connection between any of them and 
those involved in the inquiry. 

Police issued a statement clarifying 
that they had not named any players or 
clubs. “We only said that players of a 
well-known squad were involved. We 
have absolutely not given neither the 
name of the team nor the names of the 
players,” the statement said. 

The Milan cybercrime unit says it is 
now investigating other similar Internet 
sites. The unit is cooperating with U.S. 
and European police. 


Frank Leboeuf: Now forced to adjust to 
life at Chelsea. 


[clemiies award | 
fr 200 at tls eremony, 
in Ostend last week, Wednesday. 
f Least ero) 


INTER STAR, RECOBA, IN PASSPORT SCAM 


am 


ie 


Alvaro Recoba (left): Under investigation by Italian police over passport irregularities. 


ZIDANE, BECKHAM, RIVALDO 


fhe possibility that 

many of Europe’s 

top clubs could pull 
out of their domestic 
leagues and form a new 
northern European 
League could come a step 
closer to reality. 

Peter Fossen, a director of 
PSV Eindhoven, told dele- 
gates at the Football Expo 
trade show that as many as 
16 clubs could be involved 


in the project — also 
referred to as the Atlantic 
League. 


“Whatever you like to 
call it, the feeling is growing 
that the big clubs in the 
smaller leagues can no 
longer guarantee their places 
in the Champions League or 
compete with the richer 
clubs from countries like 
England, Spain and Italy any 
longer,” Fossen said. 

“Not-only “are the best 
players moving away from 
the smaller countries but 
also the next-best players are 
leaving as well. I am not 
sure that any club from out- 
side the Big Five leagues 
cal win the Champions 
League in the foreseeable 
future. We just cannot com- 
pete any longer and this is 
why we have to change. 

“We want to stay within a 
UEFA framework and 
believe we can make the 
new league work. However, 
the response from UEFA so 
far is negative. 

“There has to be a change 


BREAKAWAY EURO LEAGUE 
GATHERS MOMENTUM 


of mindset at UEFA. They 
have listened to the problem 
and say they understand it 
but they do not seem ready 
to want to listen to our solu- 
tion.” 

The proposed league, 
which has attracted interest 
from 13 clubs so far but 
could be expanded to 
include at least three more, 
would be played on 
Saturdays and Sundays and 
begin in July 2002. 

The interested clubs — 
Ajax Amsterdam, PSV 
Eindhoven and Feyenoord 
from the Netherlands; 
Rangers and Celtic from 
Scotland; Benfica and 
Sporting from Portugal: 
Anderlecht and Bruges from 
Belgium: IK Gothenburg 
and AIK Stockholm from 
Sweden and Brondby and 
FC Copenhagen from 
Denmark — are meeting in 
Amsterdam, soon. 

Fossen s\ sd that they 
were not seeking to break 
away from UEFA but want- 
ed to be a new integral part 
of the European soccer pyra- 
mid, 

“These clubs have tra- 
dionally been, or have the 
potential 10 be, among the 
biggest clubs in Europe but 
because of their domestic 
leagues their commercial 
marketing prospects have 
sunk and they can no longer 
compete as equals with the 
likes of Manchester United 
or Juventus as they once did. 


orld player of the 
year Zinedine 
Zidane, David 


Beckham of England and 
Brazilian Rivaldo have 
been lined up as a possible 
replacement for Maradona 
in a testimonial game for a 
former United Arab 
Emirates skipper. 


David Beckham 


‘The 40-year-old Argentine 
1986 World Cup winner was 
finally ruled oat for the 
match for Abdul Rahman 
Mohammed on March 8 after 
a series of cancellations, 
Gulf News reported last 
week. 

Instead, organisers have 
earmarked three of the 
world’s leading players in 
Zidane, Beckham and 
Rivaldo as possible alterna- 
tives. 

“We have received 
instructions not to continue 
our negotiations —_with 
Maradona,” Mohammed 
Hamida, the event organiser, 
told Gulf News. 

“It is now beyond us. 
There is no way that he will 
come to Dubai at our invita- 
tion or play in the March 8 
testimonial for Abdul 
Rahman Mohammed. 

“Instead we have received 
instructions to try to secure 
contracts for _—either 
England's David Beckham, 
Brazilian Rivaldo or 


WANTED I 


France's Zinedine Zidane, 
“We will commence the 
paperwork and do everything 
we can to get one of them 
over here,” he added. 
According to the newspa- 
per, Maradona’s manager 
Guillermo Coppola had 
made one last attempt to sal- 
vage his client's involvement 


nter Milan's 

Uruguayan midfielder 

aro Recoba is the 

latest Serie A player to be 

under investigation for 
passport irregularities. 

Italian media reported that 
Recoba was interviewed at 
the offices of the prefect of 
Milan last week,after 
authorities investi- 
gating the false 
passports of. 
Brazilian 
players at 
Udinese had 
contacted their 
colleagues in 
Milan. 

‘The daily Gazzetta dello 
Sport said that Recoba’s 
Italian passport is authentic 
but the investigation is 
focused on whether the 
Italian family origins he 
cited in his application for 
citizenship were genuine. 

Recoba joined Inter in 
1997 from Uruguayan club 
Nacional and was registered 
as a non-Et Union 
(EU) player as he had only a 
Uruguayan passport. 

‘The large number of non- 
EU players at Inter restricted 
Recoba’s opportunities and 
he was loaned out to Venezia 
in 1999 but in September of 


in the event, for which the 
Argentine was due to be paid 
$250,000. 

“Diego still wants to come 
to your country,” said 
Coppola. “It’s a strange situ- 
ation why this is not possi- 
ble. He has rearranged his 
whole schedule only to be 
able to travel to Dubai and 
this is not possible. We ask, 
where did we go wrong, and 
why can’t Diego come? 

“Diego says he does not 
know what the reason is for 
all the confusion and hopes 
something can still be 
worked out. “I have been his 
manager and friend for the 
last 16 years and never 
before have we experienced 
a situation like this. It’s very 
unusual and makes us very 
sad. 

“Diego is not responsible 
for any of the mistakes and 
cancellations and wants to 


that year he gained an Italian 
Passport. 

Inter issued a statement 
saying they had nothing to 
do with the investigation and 
had “total confidence in the 
good faith of the player”. 

Authorities in Udine have 
been investigating the 

Portuguese documents of 
Brazilian players 
Alberto and 

Warley. 

The duo were 

stopped on 

entry to Poland 
in September 
ahead of a UEFA 
Cup tie against Ruch 
Chorzow, after Polish bor- 
ports were false. 

Lazio’s Argentine mid- 
fielder Juan Veron has also 
had his Italian citizenship 


ship, while in England 
Brazilian player Edu’s trans- 
fer to Arsenal was delayed 
after he was refused entry to 
the country with a false 
Portuguese passport. 


Zinedine Zidane 
from many European coun- 
tries, but Diego tumed them 
all down because he wanted 


make it very clear that he — to go to Dubai. 
was always willing and , “This isa shameful way to 
ready to come.to Dubai. treat somebody as famous as 
Rivaldo “There were invitations Diego,” Coppola said. 
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@ passport from an EU member 

Teal you are allowed to play football 

er countries. However, if you don’t 
passport you may not be able to play 

) because they are limited to a maxi- 

: players in their squad. 

Obviously the better non-EU players will always have 
a place in competitions such as the Serie ‘A but the fringe 
players may go to some ‘Tength to obtain an EU-country 
passport. i 

~ Recoba is now-a star but a few years ago, when he 
anid ‘in Italy from Uruguay, he was an unknown quan- 
tity, In other words, he was one of those tees players. 
‘who probably needed an Italian passport, 

Inter, had a surplus of strikers last season and Jent him 
‘out to Venezia (then in the Serie A) where he scored reg- 
ularly and ‘really established himself, Upon viewing his 
‘excellent form Inter hastily recalled him to their squad 
and signed him up for a record-breaking contract. Recoba’ 
had well and truly established himself in Italy. 

" However, a dark cloud is hanging over his bead and so 
too over the heads: of many more players in Europe. The 
_false p: market is one of the best businesses, it 
‘would seem, as they prey on young soccer players des- 

perate for that BU passport. 

Something has to be done about it. A- solution that 
FIFA should’ look at is that players are only allowed to 
play under one passport. This passport would be the same 
one as the country they play for at international aan No 


“tional level ty arcfully because they know that once 
‘you play for ofie country, you can never play for another 
‘one, It should be the same regarding transfers - never 

| again should a player that plays for Urnguay or any other 

4 wuntry (including Australia) : considered asan 

EU country player. 4 

How can Recoba or anyene, else in his situation be 


‘no tonger coach of fe ate thiee 
jocks. Three weeks ago this column concluded that 
the fe man for hone or any other club 


; ago when he left Atletico Madrid 
fred. of the profession ¢ and ue 


yone has sad euovet of Succi 
three club stints - AC Milan (his 


BARI 1 
BRESCIA 3 


elgian goalkeeper Jean- 
Francois Gillet saved 
two penalties but his side 
Still lost to remain bottom. 
Newly signed Albanian 
Igly Tare scored his first 
Serie A goal for Brescia 
before defender Rachid 
Neqrouz equalised for Bari 
with his opening goal of the 
season. Veteran striker Dario 
Hubner added two break- 
away goals to seal Brescia's 
win. Bari played virtually the 
entire match with 10 men 
after Giuseppe Mazzarelli 
was sent off for a last-man 
foul. 


BOLOGNA 0 
INTER MILAN 3 


| fea second away win of 
the season. Christian 
Vieri's fourth goal of the 
campaign gave them the lead 
before Luigi Di Biagio 
scored a beautiful diving 
header, 

Vladimir Jugovic's per- 
fectly-placed chip a minute 
later rounded out the scoring 
and handed Bologna their 
sixth loss. 


LAZIO 3 
LECCE 2 


azio’s fourth consecutive 

match under Dino Zoff. 
Hernan Crespo opened the 
scoring with a blast from 
inside the box. 

Lecce equalised through 
Alessandro Conticchio 
before Crespo struck his 
second. Lazio's Juan Veron 
slotted home 10 minutes 


Roma’s Vicent Candela is “sandwiched” between two Parma players. 


later and a Cristiano 
Lucarelli penalty late in the 
game rounded out the scor- 
ing. Crespo has now scored 
seven goals in his last four 
matches. Lazio joined 
Juventus in second place on 
33 points. 


AC MILAN 1 
REGGINA 0 


C Milan scored at the 
San Siro stadium for the 
44th consecutive league 
match, equalling a club 
record from the 1950s. 


Brazilian midfielder 
Leonardo broke the deadlock 


with a well-taken strike in _ 


the 79th minute. Reggina 
remained second from bot- 
tom. 


NAPOLI 1 
FIORENTINA 0 


F® Pecchia capitalised 
‘on a rare mistake by 
Fiorentina’s Italy goalkeeper 
Francesco Toldo to score 
Napoli's last minute winner 
wich lifted them out of the 
relegation zone. 


AC Milan’s Andrei Schevchenko being held back by a Reggina defender. 
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PARMA 1 
AS ROMA 2 


eaders AS Roma won 
their sixth away match of 
the season. 

Gabriel BatiStuta scored 
both goals, giving him 13 for 
the season, equal with AC 
Milan's Andriy Shevchenko. 
A breakaway goal by Marco 
Di Vaio gave Parma the lead 
but a fine ball by AS 

Roma defender Walter 
Samuel found Batistuta in 
space to slot 

home a volley for the 


equaliser. Batistuta scored 
the winner, seven minutes 
from time from an Aldair 
cross. 


VICENZA 1 
UDINESE 2 


dinese's third away win 

of the season. Martin 
Joergensen gave the visitors 
an early lead. Luca Toni 
scored from the penalty spot 
just before halftime for 
Vicenza. 

In injury time, Udinese's 
Massimo Margiotta slotted 
home a Stefano Fiore cross 
for the winner. 


PERUGIA 1 
VERONA 0 


Se package Perugia 
won their seventh match 
of the season. 

Captain Marco Materazzi 
gave the Umbrian side their 
victory With a well-placed 
header in the 64th minute. 
Verona's defeat was their 
sixth away this season. 


ATALANTA 2 
JUVENTUS 1 


y ps lost their first 
away match of the year 


and saw their 12-game 
unbeaten run ended. 
Atalanta defender 


Massimo Paganin's own goal 
gave them the lead but 
Atalanta equalised with a 
header from substitute 
Stefano Lorenzi. Nicola 
Ventola beat the offside trap 
to give Atalanta the win 
eight minutes from time. 
“5 


BRADFORD 0 
ASTON VILLA 3 


illa had managed just one goal in 

their last five games but were 
comfortable winners against hapless 
Bradford who look certain to go 
down. 

Darius Vassell opened the scoring 
five minutes after the break and then 
more poor defending allowed him to 
race clear for a second 10 minutes 
Jater, 

Julian Joachim completed the 
well-deserved win three minutes 
from time. 


COVENTRY 0 
ARSENAL 1 


loventry produced a performance 

full of spirit and no little skill but 
still ended pointless for the fifth suc- 
cessive game. 

They had much the better of the 
first half with John Eustace blazing 
the best of several chances over the 
bar. 

Arsenal, who had scored only 
eight goals in their previous 12 away 
games were below their best but 
finally found a way through 12 min- 
utes from time when Silvain Wiltord 
crossed from the left and Dennis 
Bergkamp glanced in a header, 


DERBY COUNTY 1 
SUNDERLAND 0 


raig Burley sidefooted in three 

minutes before halftime and then 

hit the post soon after as Derby 
earned a hugely important win. 

Sunderland created several second 

half chances but it is now two suc- 

cessive defeats for Peter Reid’s team, 


IPSWICH TOWN 1 
LEEDS UNITED 2 


he end of a miserable week for 
Ipswich who haye gone out of 


Chelsea's Mario Melchiot climbs above Leicester's 
Dean Sturridge. 


two cup competitions and now lost 
four ina row. 

A Mark Venus own goal in the 
28th minute put Leeds ahead and in- 
form Robbie Keane made it 2-0 from 
close range just before halftime. 

Venus pulled one back with a 25 
yard free kick in the 63rd minute but 
when striker Marcus Stewart was 
sent off for a bad tackle on Tan Harte 
10 minutes later it was all-over for the 
hosts. 


LEICESTER 2 
CHELSEA 1 


Muzzy Izzet header from a great 
‘Steve Guppy cross after 24 min- 
utes had Leicester ahead with Dennis 
Wise hitting the post for Chelsea, 
Jimmy Floyd ~—_Hasselbaink 
equalised with a 75th minute header 


Arsenal's Dennis Bergkamp shoots at Coventry City defenders. 


only for Gary Rowett to restore 
Leicester’s lead a minute later and 
leave Chelsea still searching for their 
first league away win of the season. 


LIVERPOOL 3 
WEST HAM 0 


| es tumed on the style with 
fa classy. passing performance 
with Vladimir Smicer and Robbie 
Fowler ruling supreme, 

Smicer blasted them ahead with a 
25-metre shot after 20 minutes and 
Fowler, with a superb left-foot shot 
just before the break, made it two. 

After 57 minutes another excellent 
Liverpool move left Fowler a tap-in 
for his second and only a marginal 


Bradford City 
-Coventry City . 
Derby County . 
Ipswich Town - 
Leicester Ci 
Liverpool, 
Manchester 
Middlesbrough 
‘Tottenham Hotspur 


1, Manchester United: 
2. Arsenal 

3. Liverpool 

4. Sunderland 

5. Ipswich Town 

6, Leicester City: 

7. Leeds United 

8, Chelsea. 

9. Newcastle United 
10. Charlton Athletic 
11. Tottenham Hotspur 
42. Aston Villa 

13. Southampton: 

44. West Ham United 
‘5. Everton 

16. Derby County 
17. Middlesbrough 
48. Manchester City 
19. Coventry City 
20. Bradford City 


linesman’s decision prevented a hat- 
trick after he put in yet another 
‘Smicer cross. 


MAN. UTD 1 
EVERTON 0 


kee: resting several first-choice 
players including Roy Keane, 
never got out of second gear but it 
was enough for another regulation 
win. 

They lost Paul Scholes through 
injury at halftime but just when the 
home crowd were getting nervous 
Andy Cole linked well with Dwight 
Yorke before seeing his shot deflect- 
ed in off defender Steve Watson for 
the only goal after 58 minutes. 


M’BROUGH 1 
MAN. CITY 1 


Mee unbeaten run 
continued but they would have 
wanted more from this relegation fix- 
ture, 

City’s Danny Tiatto had a brilliant 
early goal harshly ruled out for off- 
side but they went ahead in the 28th 
minute when new signing Andrei 
Kanchelskis’s cross was turned into 
his own net by Steve Vickers. 

Colin Cooper scrambled in the 
equaliser after a 62nd minute comer 
though Terry Venables's side had to 
withstand a late City assault after 
having Keith O'Neill sent off five 
minutes from the end. 


TOTTENHAM 0 
CHARLTON 0 


ttenham completed their fourth 
successive 0-0 draw and were 
booed off by their own fans, 

They have now failed to score in 
seven of their last eight games and 
rarely looked like ending that run in a 
poor game. 


Aston Villa. 
Arsenal. 
Sunderland 

Leeds United . 


Charlton Ath, 


SNS eo cu Ranson” 


BSERGe om owt moewcuam.E 


Ro 00 
foe 


has become fanned for a couple of players that | have” 
helped Chelsea to an ce ‘of trophies in. 
recent years, 

Dutch keeper’and fone: oe No. T, Ed de Gocy, | 
has seen a desired move to Belgian club Anderlecht come 
unstuck duc to his high wage demands. Chelsea manager 


Cudicini for much of the current campaign and the recent 
arrival of Manchester United outcast Mark Bosnich has: 
‘convinced the Dutchman his future lies elsewhere, 
Like de Goey, fellow jam-ce Frank Lebouef is having 
trouble escaping from the Bridge with a proposed move to 
Monaco collapsing last week. The ‘outspoken French 
defender has incurred the not inconsiderable wrath 
Chelsea fans after a string of inept displ and 


epee ce eo ae 8 Here Hee ad one 


© Chelsea have made i inquiries as 
anther foreigner, Roma defender and 
Honal, Cafu. 

It is no secret that Chelsea's repeat 


of people: Manchester United player Gary Neville voiced 
the opinion of many last week when he said that his 
team’s success had a lor to do with the fact that the core of 

-the side were British and that their main challengers 
brought in too much foreign talent: “You need players: 
from the country the league is in” said the defender who 
annoys about as many peopleias Chelsea, 

This may be true Gary, but does itmean that United are 
actually any good? Not according to former United play- 
er Karel Poborsky. The Czech intemational recently. 
joined Lazio from Benfica and believes that his new teain 
“has much more technical ability’ than.the Red Devils. 

If Poborsky is right. expect to see’him spend a lot of 
time sitting on the Lazio bench because that's about all he 
did at Old Trafford. Oh yeah, and Lazio shouldn't haye a 
problem winning the European Cup like United did in 
1999. 

The Champions League is-something-that won't be 
bothering Chelsea for a while, 

‘The dismal start tothe season has seen to that but, 


were experiencing a bit of a revival, Their previous defeat 
hadn't been since mid-December and ‘they have snuck 
back into contention for a place in Europe. With the sec- 
ond most potent attack in the league, Chelsea are still 
alive in-a Manchester United-less FA Cup and may yet 
add to their recent trophy baul. : 

Couid it even be possible that Ranieri is actually piece 
‘ing together a Chelsea side that could ‘spoil Alex 
Ferguson's final year in charge at Old Trafford? 

Unless Ranieri takes heed of the wise words of. a 
Neville, itis stil highly unlikely. 


Claudio Ranieri has preferred young Italian Carlo. 


appeared to be curtains @ couple of weeks ago when ‘he | 


eign transfer markets to. achieve success has annoyed a lot | 


before the defeat at Leicester on the weekend, Chelsea. 
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69° Burkina Faso 498 


Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which 
yet do not appear in the table. 


have-not 


NANTES DETHRONE 
LILLE AT THE TOP 


‘antes regained first place in the French first division 
Ne against Paris St Germain on 
Saturday. 

Olivier Monterrubio scored after 59 minutes, volleying 
home after Frederic da Rocha clipped the ball across the penal- 
ty area. 

Nantes now have 43 points from 25 matches, two clear of 
Olympique Lyon, 3-2 winners at En Avant Guingamp thanks to 
a last-minute strike from Brazilian Sonny Anderson. 

Nantes moved three points ahead of previous leaders Lille, 
who face local rivals RC Lens away on Sunday. 

Sedan, 1-0 victors at Bastia, and Girondins Bordeaux, held 
1-1 by struggling Toulouse, also total 40 points. 

Nantes created several good 
first half chances, but were 
unable to find a way past 
PSG goalkeeper Lionel 
Letizi. 

He made two fine stops to 
thwart Nicolas Gillet, the 
first from a free kick. He also 
saved at the feet of 
Monterrubio, while Frederic 
da Rocha missed when it 
seemed easier to score. 

PSG, who used new sign- 
ings Mauricio Pochettino, 
Didier Domi and Vampeta, 
played with renewed enthusi- 
asm but Christian. and 
Nicolas Anelka were profli- 
gate in front of goal. 

Nantes coach Raynald 
not prevent another Denouiex was __ equally 
defeat forPSG. pleased. 

“I thought we were very solid and when you look at the 
match in its totality, it was.a win we merited,” he said. 

Anderson's 100th and 101st French league goals proved 
decisive at Guingamp, where the hosts scored twice through 
Bruno Rodriguez and looked to have done enough to share the 
points. 

Philippe Celdran’s 45th minute effort saw Sedan home at 
Bastia and ended a dismal away run. 

Bordeaux trailed to a Victor Bonilla penalty at Toulouse but 
equalised with a penalty of their own from Pedro Pauleta. 

Champions Monaco retumed to form with a 6-1 home win 
over relegation-haunted Metz. Ludovic Giuly and Marcelo 
Gallardo each scored twice. 

St Etienne managed a late equaliser through Alex di Rocco 
to draw 3-3 at home to Strasbourg and AJ Auxerre won 1-0 at 
Olympique Marseille, with Pierre Deblock the scorer. 

The Troyes-Stade Rennes game was postponed because 
of a waterlogged pitch. 


"STUTTGART CRUSH 
KAISERSLAUTERN 


razilian striker Adhemar, who joined during the 
winter break, and Romanian Ioan Viorel Ganea, led 
‘Stuttgart out of their problems by hitting three each. 

Kaiserslautern looked lost and had to be content with a soli- 
tary first half goal — a deflected free kick from midfielder 
Mario Basler. 

Brazilian Elber was the architect of Bayem's win, opening 
the scoring from close range after 13 minutes before sealing his 
side's victory with a header in the 59th. 

Wolfsburg equalised when Polish striker Andrzej Juskowiak 
exploited a blunder by Germany goalkeeper Oliver Kahn in the 
27th minute but Germany midfielder Mehmet Scholl put 
Bayern back in front just before halftime. 

Georgian Levan Kobiaschwili scored the only goal from the 
penalty spot three minutes 
from time after Cologne 
defender Jens Keller brought 
down striker Regis Dom in 
the box. 

Romanian Vasile Miriuta 
opened the scoring for the 
home side from a free kick 
from some 20 metres after 
few seconds. 

Sebastian Helbig made it fi 
2-0 three minutes before the 
break. Dane Ebbe Sand put 
Schalke back into the game 
with his 14th goal this sea- 
son in the 54th minute b 
eight minutes later the vi 
tors had midfielder Joerg 
Boehme sent off for elbowing + Thomas Hassler: His 
Energie captain Christian goal ensured 
Beeck. Dortmund’s defeat. 

Andrzej Kobylanski and 
Antun Labak then gcored in quick succession for Cottbus to put 
the issue beyond doubt. 

Former Bochum striker Kai Michalke, who came on for the 
injured Sebastian Deisler just before halftime, was instrumen- 
tal in Hertha's first away victory against the Ruhr Valley club, 
scoring in the 66th minute and again just before time. 

Michael Preetz had put the visitors in the lead after 32 min- 
utes but bottom-placed Bochum equalised through midfielder 
Peter Peschel in the 62nd minute. 

Peruvian Claudio Pizarro put Bremen in front from a free 
kick seconds from halftime. Czech Marek Heinz equalised 
from a Serge} Barbarez pass in the 56th minute, then hit the bar 
in the 62nd. 

Brazilian Ailton put the home side back in the lead in the 
7\st minute before Pizarro made it 3-1 in the closing stages. 

Former Dortmund player Thomas Hassler scored the only 
goal of the match from the penalty spot in the 53rd minute after 
fellow midfielder Daniel Bierofka was brought down in the 
box by Brazilian defender Evanilson. = 


Je Un Uy 06 0, 00 Loh See) 
In) M2 SG fs DO UAIEN Gr) 3 90 Kin 44) 


‘SpVeg Unterhaching 1 Bayer Leverkusen 
Eintracht Frankfun 2, VfL. Wolfsb 

| Cologne 0 SC Freiburg 1, En 
Bochum { Hertha Berlin 3, Hl 
-VEB Stuttgart 6 Kaiserslautem 1, TSV. 1860 Mi 
come : 


‘5. Hertha Berlin: 
6. Kaiserslautern 
7. SC Freiburg 
| § Cologne 
9..ViL Wolfsburg. 
10: Werder Bremen 20: 
11,1860 Munich 20 
$2. Cottbus Eee 
13, Frankfurt 
14, Hamburg SY 
15. VEB Stuttgart 
46, Unterhaching 
17. Rostock. 
18. VAL Bochum 


WORLD RESULTS ... 


BENFICA STRUGGLE 
AGAINST LEIRIA 


enfica made hard work of beating nine- 
B man Uniao Leiria 3-2 at home last Sunday 

as they moved up to second place in the 
Portuguese premier league. 

Uniao Leiria had striker Derley Silva sent off 
after 45 minutes for a second bookable offence and 
he was soon followed by defender Luis Bilro who 
was also shown the red card 10 minutes later. 

Striker Joao Tomas gave Benfica a fifth minute 
lead after good work by Dutch teammate Pierre van 
Hooijdonk. 

Eder Silveira equalised for the visitors before 
Benfica’s new Brazilian midfielder Roger Flores 
made it 2. 

Van Hooijdonk converted a 47th minute penalty 
to open up a two-goal cushion for the home team 
before defender Nuno Valente gave Uniao Leiria 
hope with a 30-metre shot in the 68th minute. 

Uniao Leiria’s nine men put Benfica under pres- 
sure in the closing stages but could not force an 
equaliser, 

Brazilian substitute Jose Roberto scored twice in 
the space of eight second-half minutes to guide 
Braga to a 2-1 victory over Sporting. 

Spanish midfielder Tonito Cruz had opened the 
scoring for Sporting in the 32nd minute with a head- 
er from a neat right-wing cross by Argentine 
Alberto Acosta. 

Jose Roberto headed Braga level before grabbing 
the winning goal following a goalmouth scramble in 
the 62nd minute. 

Meanwhile Boayista still head the table after a 
narrow win over last placed Estrela Amadora. 


far. e 
Benfica's Roger (right) fights for the ball 
with Leira's Cesar Tiago. 


SCOTTISH PREMIER — 


LARSSON HAT-TRICK 
BREAKS HEARTS 


enrik Larsson showed that Celtic's winter 
break has not interrupted his prolific scoring 
with a hat-trick in the 3-0 win at Hearts over 
the weekend. 
The Swedish striker extended his total for the season 
to 35 goals as Celtic regained their nine-point lead in the 
Scottish Premier League. 


Henrik Larsson: Hat-trick hero. 


Rangers had closed the gap by beating Dunfermline 2- 
0 but Martin O'Neill's side responded to the pressure and 
now go into next Sunday's ‘old firm’ derby at Parkhead 
brimming with confidence. 

Celtic's first league match after the January shutdown 
brought a costly injury. as Joos Valgaeren was carried off 
with a suspected broken ankle and taken to hospital. 

Larsson scored after four minutes when he rose to 
head home a free kick from Alan Thompson. 

He made it 2-0 in the 68th minute with another set-up 
from Thompson, this time a low cross finished with the 
outside of his right foot from 14 metres. 

Larsson sealed victory with a third goal on 83 min- 
utes, finishing Didier Agathe’s cross with a hook shot 
from close range. 

Tt was his third hat-trick in five league outings — and 
earned the praise of his manager Martin O'Neil. 

“Finishing is the most difficult art in the gamé, but 
Henrik makes it look ridiculously easy. He was fantastic 
tonight 


REAL WIN SEVEN 
GOAL THRILLER 


eal Madrid restored their seven-point lead in 
the Spanish first division thanks to a pulsat- 
ing 4-3 home victory over Malaga last 

Sunday, = 

Malaga signalled Seamer es 

their attacking atten- BE < 

tions from the start 

with strike combina- 

tion Dario Silva and 


threat in the face of a 
rather passive Real 
defence. 

But it was Real who 
took the lead against [2 
the run of play. Guti, 
lurking among the 


Malaga —_ defenders, = 
latched on to a Roberto, "8! Madrid's Raul 


Carlos header and inion icelearee rl 
clipped the ball into the  @ut/ after scoring . 
top corner with a well-timed shot. 

Malaga continued to threaten and gained a deserved 
equaliser ten minutes later after a poor punch by Iker 
Casillas was headed over the Real keeper and into goal 
by Miguel Roteta. 

Panamanian international Dely Valdes gave the vis- 
itors the lead on 30 minutes. Snapping up a pass from 
team mate Dario Silva, he sped around the advancing 
Casillas and struck home with his right. 

The game ebbed and flowed as both teams 
exchanged attacks. But it was the Raul-Figo combina- 
tion that provided the home side with two goals in three 
minutes. 

‘The first came on 39 minutes when Raul got to a 
Figo cross ahead of former Real keeper Pedro 
Contreras and headed home. 

Figo was the provider once more for Raul’s second. 
The European Player of the Year spun another cross 
into the heart of the area and again Raul rose high to 
head home. 

The second half was just as entertaining. Real had 
the better of the possession, but Malaga levelled with a 
superb headed goal in the 74th minute to Dario Sllva. 

But Real showed character as they restored their 
lead within two minutes to clinch victory. 

Meanwhile, Valencia drop 12 points behind Real 
after they were held to a 2-2 draw at Real Mallorca. 

Hector Cuper’s side lost concentration and allowed 
Alberto Luque to sneak in at the far post to level the 


match in injury time after they had taken a 2-1 lead in | ~ 


the second half. 

Deportivo La Coruna keep up the pressure narrowly 
beating bottom club Racing Santander 2-1 and 
Barcelona went on a rampage defeating Athletic Bilbao 
7-0. 


| Farense | Gil Vicente 1, Benfica 3 Uniao Leiria 2, 
| Belenenses 0 Beira-Mar 1, Campomaiorense 0 
Aves 0, Maritimo 0 Salgueitos 1, Sporting 1 Braga 
Vitoria Guimaraes 2 Alverca 2, Boavista 1 
madora0. i 


PASSSS55oS 


SSSeeseesea 
a ee 


Hearts 0 Celtic 3, Aberdeen v Hibernian (post- 
poned), Dundee United 1 St Johnstone 1, 
‘Kilmarnock { Motherwell 2, Rangers 2 
Duntermtine Athletic 0, St Mirren 2 Dundee 1. 


PWODL FE APts 
1 69 21 66 
4 53 24 57 
3. 45 16 55 
10 32 35 40 
11 38 40 36. 
12 33 40 32 
9. 26 36 31 
il 23 33 31 
il 37 33 30 
Hi 24 40 21 


1, Celtic 

2. Rangers 

3, Hibernian — 
4, Kilmarnock 
5. Hearts = 

6. Motherwell 

7. St Johnstone 
8. Dunfermline 
9, Dundee 

10. Aberdeen 


Deportivo Coruna 2 Racing Santander 1, Las Palmas 1 
Real Oviedo 0, Numancia 0 Valladolid 0, Osasuna 1 
Espanyol 3, Real Madrid 4 Malaga 3, Real Mallorca 2 
Valencia 2, Real Sociedad 2 Celta Vigo 2, Real 
‘Zaragoza 6 Rayo Vallecano 1, Villareal 2 Alaves 0, 
| Barcelona 7 Athletic Bilbao 0. i 


Aer baba ehannog 


ane 
BEevseageo eens ee 


Fulham | Sheffield United 1, Birmingham 2 
Norwich 1, Blackburn 0 Bamsley 0, Crewe.4 Burnley 
2, Crystal Palace 2 West Bromwich 2, Grimsby v 
Wimbledon (postponed), Huddersfield 1 Nottingham 
Forest 1, Portsmouth 0 Preston 1, Queens Park 
Rangers | Bolton 1, Sheffield Wednesday 2 Watford 3, 
Stockport 1 Tranmere 1, Wolverhampton 1 
Gillingham 1. 


Pts 
1 
61 
56 
54 
53 
52 
47 


1. Fulham 

2. Bolton 

3. Blackburn 

4, WBA 

5. Birmingham 

6. Watford 

7. Nott Forest 

8. Sheffield United 
9, Preston 

10. Burnley 

11. Wimbledon: 
12. Norwich 

13. Wolverhampton 
14, Portsmouth 
15. Gillingham 
16. Crystal Palace 
17. Bamsley 

18. Stockport 

19. Grimsby 

20. Crewe 

21. Huddersfield 
22. Tranmere 

23. QPR 

24, Sheff Wed 


WOANSURUACING 


Bas 


UzaASCAAGIS 


Kalamata 0 Xanthi 1, lonikos 2 Ethnikos Asteras 1, 
Panathinaikos 0 Panionios 1, Panachaiki | Iraklis 2, 
PAOK Salonitsa 2 PAS Ioannina 3, Paniliakos | Aris 2, 
Olympiakos.5 OFICrete 0. 


1, Olympiakos 

2. Panathinaikos 
3, PAOK Salonika 
4. AEK-Athens 

5, Iraklis 

6. Ionikos 

7. Aris Salonika 
8. Xanthi 

9, Ethnikos Asteras 
10. Panionios 

11. Paniliakos 

12. Panachaiki 

13, PAS Toannina 
14. Athinaikos 

15. OFI Crete 

16. Kalamata 


KH NYWHWWVEDIIBSCOCHIES 


Vitesse Amhem 2 NEC Nijmegen 2, AZ Alkmaar 0 
Feyenoord 3, Fortuna Sittard 0 Graafschap 
Doetinchem 0, Groningen y Ajax Amsterdam (post- 
poned), Sparta Rotterdam 0 PSV Eindhoven 1, RBC 
Roosendaal 0 RKC Waalwijk 3, Twente Enschede 3 
Willem II Tilburg 1, Heerenveen y Utrecht (post- 
poned). 


Pts 
49 
47 
38 
36 
30 
30 
30 
28 
2 
27 
24 
23 
22 


1, Feyenoord 

2. PSV Eindhoven 

3. Vitesse Amhem 

4, Ajax Amsterdam 

5. Roda JC 

6. Waalwijk 

7. Willem II 

9, NEC Nijmegen 

8. Utrecht 

10. NAC Breda 

11. Twente Enschede 19 
11. AZ Alkmaar 19 ¢ 
12. Groningen 19 


Aavevuues 


Ss 


BUA 
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CAN TAS 


THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA a 


‘hss 
a 
|= 


>! 


} SOUTH MELBOURNE (i711 

| SYDNEY OLYMPIC 

| PERTH GLORY 17_9 
|MARCONISTALLIONS |17_9 

| WOLLONGONG WOLVES|15_9 
] MELBOURNE KNIGHTS _|17_8 

Age 


: ADELAIDE CITY FORCE }1 
§) FOOTBALL KINGZ 
| CANBERRA COSMOS 


| NORTHERN SPIRIT 


I) || (Bagojevtc 86) 
les ~eece meets 
|} (Cervinski 2, 68, 87) 
“Venu hoe eames 
pea PPS “Thorp (PP) 18, Bennett ane 26, Pore 502s | 
| beget oe ee | 
Foe Ace, Vases (Rovaone 90), R Vitae | 
|e re eee oa Costa, Horvat, | 


brahim 27, Lines 49, Urlovic 67) 
Venue: Nob Pak, Crowd: 1.29. Reere:P Mr | 
Atkinson : 


Atkinson, Motsiopoulos. 
FOOTBALL KINGZ: Eaiky Lanes) ten Ban ey 59 


Ibrahim (Bunce 72), Ngata, Hickey, Cartwright, 


| || Venue: Sydney United SC. Crowd: 2,754, Referee: E Lennie. 
ee ee ae 

‘SYDNEY UNITED: Toles, Ole Biokapic 67), But, Mai, 
| he Pondeliak, Menapi, Arambasic | 


||| ADELAIDE crry: Cagali, Lagati, Kovacevic, Bucciarelii (Brain 50), 
Se | 


